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The DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr. Dag-
flab) took the Chair at 4.30 o'clock p.m.

Prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the Minister [or M1ines: Report

-of the Working of the Government Rail-
vays for the year ended 30th June, 1907.

By the Premier : Supplement to Re-
port on Timber Tests on the hardwoods
-of Western Australia.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.
Chairmanship of Committees.

xr. H. BROWN (Perth): I would
like to make a personal explanation. I
.am quite prepared at all times to take
the onus for anything that I have said or
done: but on reading the report of last
night's debate, I see that the member for
Canning niade the remark, "1You never
asked me about the Chairmanship of
Comniittees," inferring that I approached
him and asked himn about the Chairman-
ship of Committees. Exactly the oppo-
site took place. The member for Can-
ning approached mie and asked if I
wanted the Chairman ship of Committees.
I stated to bim " No, as the Mlinistry have
already promised it to Mr. Daglish."' He
.Said "Yes, we are giving it to Mr. flag-
lisli to shut his niouth, as he will be our
gzreatest opponent on the Arbitration
B~ill." But be said if I wanted the posi-
tion and I would go round to members of
mny party and ask them if they wanted
i-ie and I came back to him, be would re-
port it to the Premier, -and it would be

considered. That is the beginning and
end of any conversation I had with the
member for Canning.

Mr. W. B. GORDON (Canninge): Ac-
cording to the -rules of the House, I can-
not call the hon. member what I would
like to call himi.

The 'DEPUTY SPEAKER: Is this in
explanation?7

MHr. GORDON: I wish to refute abso-
lutely every statement the hon. member
has made.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The lion.
member can only speak in explanation.
If lie desires to make an explanation, he.
may do so.

Mr. GORDON: As a miatter of fact,
as this miatter has arisen, I soy Mr.
Brown did approach me in reference to
the Chairmanship of Coimnittees, and
not only me, but I believe other miembers
of the House he also approached. That
is quite sufficient.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is
hardly an explanation.

Mr. Holman: Explain there was a
mnidnight trip, like there was to Midland
Junction previously.

QUESTION-EXPERIMIENTAL
FARM, COOLGARDIE.

Mr. UNDERWOOD asked the Mlinis-
ter for Agriculture: What has been the
total cost, up to time of leasing, of the
Coolgardie experimental farm?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURE replied: The Agricultural De-
partment has no experimental farm at
Coolgardie. If the hon. member refers
to an experimental plot laid down in
1003 by the Minister then controlling the
Goldfields Water Scheme, the total cost
up to the time of leasing was £282.

QUESTION-FEDERAL TARIFF
REMONSTRANCE.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER called on
Question No. 3.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: This is not ex-
actly the question I gave notice of.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Is the hon.
member asking me a question?
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Mr. UNDERWOOD: I gave notice of
a different question.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Under the
Standing Orders, the Speaker has the
right to go through any questions to see
if they are in accord with the Standing
Orders, and if not, any necessary altera-
tions may be made. I assume, although
I have no knowledge on the subject, that
there has been a revision of the question,
but the circumstances of the revision I
have no knowledge about whatever.

Mr, UNDERWOOD: I may explain
that I was somewhat exercised in my
mind as to the latter part of the question
of which I gave notice yesterday, and I
would like to have asked expert opinion
on it. As the latter part has been ex-
cised, I will ask the first portion of the
question. In view of the fact that the
remonstrance against the proposed Fed-
era] Tariff, passed by this House, could
not, owing to an informality, be received
by the Federal Parliament, is it the in-
tention of the Premier to introduce an-
other resolution on the subject?

The PREMIER 'replied: There was
no informality in the Address as pre-
sented. The question of whether it
could be received by the Federal Parlia-
ment was raised by the President of the
Senate and the Speaker of the House
of Representatives, and is now the sub-
ject of correspondence bet-ween them and
the President of the Legislative Council
and the Speaker of the Assembly here.
This being the position, the Government
have no present intention of introducing
another resolution on the subject.

QUESTION-POLICE BENEFIT
FUND.

Air. TROY asked the Premier: 1, When
is it intended to alter the constitution of
the Police Benefit Fund Board of Manage-
ment in order to give representation to
the subscribers '1 2, By what means will
the subscribers be allowed to choose their
representative? 3, For what period wvill
the subscribers' representative hoeld office ?
4, Will any subsci-iber be eligible for a
seat on the board?

The PREMIER replied: The rules gov-
erning the Police Benefit Fund are being

amended and provision will be made Lwi
altering the constitution of the board, il
the subscribers so desire.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.
On the motion by Mr. S. F. Mfoore

leave of absence for one fortnight wa&
granted to the member for Gascoyne (Air,
Butcher), on the ground of ill health.

BILLS (6)-FIRST READING.
1, Vaccination Act Amendment, intro-

duced by Mr. A. 3. Wilson.
2, Brands Act Amendment; 3, Agri-

cultural Bank Act Amendment; intro-
duced by the Premnier.

4, Nedlands Park Tramways; 5, North
Fremantle Tranmways; 6, Cue Roads
Board Rate Validation ; introduced by
the Minister for Works.

MO0TION - SWEATING INQUIRY
RECOMMLLEND AT IONS.

Mir. Al. F. TROY (Mft. Magnet)
moved-

That in the opinion of this House the
recommendations contained in the report
of the select committee on the alleged ex-
istence of sweating in Western Australian
industries as presentted on the 4th Decemt-
ber, 1906, are deserving of the earliest
consideration of the Government.
He said: Before entering on the subject
of the motion, I desire to preface my re-
marks by a brief allusion to the strictures
and criticisms which have been directed
at the members of the select committee,
because the evidence taken by them was
withheld from publication. It has been
said that the committee withheld the evi-
dence because they desired to shield per-
sons5 who had been guilty of sweating
their unfortounate employees. That the
allegation is absolutely untrue goes with-
out saying; and I can state on behalf of
the members who were associated -with me
on the committee that each and every one
of them was miost desirous that any sweat-
ing tint existed should be brought to
light; and they as well as I would have
been only too willing to make the facts
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nown to the public. My reason for re-
ariiig at all to the matter is that I have
card it discussed oil many occasions since
ic report of the committee was presented

the House, and 1 have seen in the Press
unierous paragraphs relating to the sub-
!at; hence I deemn it only right, in justi-
cation of my colleagues and myself, to
:ate the real circumstances of the whole
latter. In the first place, the evi-
ence was withheld out of consider-
tion for certain witnesses who for
3eir own protection asked that their
ares should not be disclosed;

sid in the second place assertions were
iade by individuals which were not
orne out by their evidence ; and though
hlose assertions were made in good faith,
nd the persons making them believed
hemr to be true, they did a wrong to cer-
amn persons in the State, so that it was
hought advisable that the assertions
hould not be made public, because the
act that they were made befdre a select
ommnittee did not protect the persons
aaking them if action wvere taken against
hem by those concerned. Onl this matter
he committee took the advice of the
,rown Law Department and that of the
Vttorney General, and wve were assured
hat the fact that the evidence was given
iefore a select committee was no protec-
ion to the persons making these asser-
ions. Those are thre only reasons why
.he evidence was not published, but if
ion1. members desire to see the evidence
.o ascertain whether any statements were
ICCUrate or otherwise they canl always
;ee it, because the evidence is kept in
:be charge of the Clerk of the House
with that object. The committee brought
to a comprehensive report based largely
ma the evidence, and also upon infornia-
ion received by visits to various fac-

bonies. We found that Rie condition of
bhie workers employed in many of our
industries was 'not all that could be de-
iired ;in fact that it called for immedi-
ate attention from the Government and
this House ; and I hope anr expression
of Opinion will be given by this House
sufficiently strong to induce the Govern-
ment to bring into operation the recoin-
guendations of the committee, because the
members of the committee feel sure that

if their recommendations are adopted the
abuses that have crept into our industries
will be swept away. We founia that
swveating did exist to some degree, and
that it was without doubt grtowving;
I find fromn the informiation I have re-
ceived since the committee mande their
report, that the evil is more prevalent to-
day than it wvas twelve months ago. This
is due to the fact that, owing to the pre-
sent depression, the burden of competi-
tion is pressing more heavily on the
workers. It is more prevalent to-day
than it was twelve months ago, and
twelve months ago few of our industries
were free from the evil. We found that
sweating existed particularly in the cloth-
ing trade; in this connection some of our
best-known wvholesale and retail houses,
as well as tailoring establishments, bein~g
the greatest sinners. Outside the leading
hands in the various departments the
wages received were invariably small. I
will give a few instances to show main-
hers the conditions of affairs as the coal-
inittee found them. The accountant of
one of our firms of considerable repute,
Poy & Gibson's, gave evidene' onl behalf
of thre firn, and we found that in several
of the departments of that firm the wages
paid were indefensibly small. In the tii-
linery department 38 hands received £31;
in the dressmaking 40 hands received
£41; in the tailoring 31 hands received
£45; in the mantle factory 27 hands
received £25: and in the shirt-making 1.5
hands received £E17. It would appear,
looking at the statement as it %.Is pre-
sented to us by the accountant, that the
majority of these hands were receiving a
little over a pound a week, but oil farther
inquiry we found a different state of
affairs. In the tailoring 5 hands out of
the 31 employed received £1S 4s. 9d,,
leaving £26 15s. 3d for the remaining 26;
that is a little over a pound a week.
The majority of those employed in the
tailoring- were adults, yet they received
a little over a pound a week. And when
such a state of affairs continues in any
indnstry sweating exists in a had form.
We found on farther inquiry that
taking thre last week's wages on thle
statement produced, the average wage
wvas M~s. Sd. after the larger salaries
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had beeni paid. In fact as
time went on things were getting
worse, so that the committee were justi-
fied iii saying that sweating did exist in
connection with some of these depart-
mem s: and it is a disgraceful thing, so
far as such a reputable firm like Foy &
Gibson is concerned. In other depart-
muents wre found the position still worse.
In the millinery departnient 7 hands out
of 3S received £C12 11s. 3d., and the bal-
anice divided £18S Ss. 9(1., or a little over
10s. a week. No doubt the committee
could say with every justification that
sweating existed in that department.
Again we find that in several other de-
partments the wages paid were still
smaller, that in fact the rate did not
amount to 10s. per week. The witness
said that many of these employees were
only apprentices or improvers, who were
paid low rates and received increases
every tin-ce or four months; but the com-
mittee wvent back about 12 months and
found that the average was still the same.
There had been no increase of wages.
We found that in no way had the average
been increased or reduced, so that we
were justified in saying that, so far as
Foy & Gibson's wras concerned, sweating
existed in a bad form. The great pro-
portion of the sweating is among the
female workers, due largely to the fact
that there is no organisation among them
so that they are unable to avail themselves
of any of those provisions which Parlia-
ment has enacted on behalf of the work-
era. Fewv of them are able to approach
the Arbitration Court because they have
no organisation, and have no legal stand-
ing before the court. Many of them are
under the age of 16 years, having just
left school, and the Arbitration Court
will not make an award for a person
under the age of 16, so that if there was
an organisation to secure an award, many
of those workers wvould have no standing
before the court. The Government Statist
gives the number of employees for 1.905
in our industrial establishments as 1,400.
Of these 6.600 are uinder the jurisdiction
of the Inspector of Factories. There re-
mains nearly 6.000 unprovided for by
any le--islation. uinorganised and unable
to seek any redress in the Arbitration

Court. They are not tinder the protec-
tion of the Inspector of Factories by
the Factories Act, because they are em-
ployed in places which do not constitute
factories, and of these 2,000 are females,
none of whom are organised. The com-
mittee determined that the only way to
rectify this abuse, and to give these peo-
ple all opportunity to gain redress, was
to ask the Government to introduce a
measure providing for the formation of
wages boards. The committee believed
that if those boards were brought into
operation all these employees would re-
ceive that measure of redress which would
remove many of the abuses that now ex-
ist. In this we were supported to a large
extent by the greater portion of the emn-
ployers who gave evidence before the
committee. Many of them came from
Victoria and were satisfied that to pro-
tect the employer and employee it was
most advisable that wages boards should
be brought into operation in this State.
I think it was the manager for Sar-
good's who said that he had been in Vic-
toria managing an establishment when
Mr. Peacock brought in the wvages board
system there. This gentleman gave evi-
dence before the select committee on the
matter, and he was satisfied that it was
the only measure which could be intro-
duced which would have any decided
benefit both for the worker and the em-
ployer. Many good employers are sub-
jected to unfair competition owing to
those who resort to sweating. If em-
ploymient could be regulated and a
basis fixed, competition would start from
one basis and people would compete on
fair terms. Therefore the Government
should take into consideration at the ear-
liest possible moment the formation of
wages boards. We had brought under
our notice the cadition of the outwork-
ers. There wvere many in connection
with the various trades, some of whom
were dependent upon this work entirely.
Some, however, were not, and the ma-
jority, were women who made certain
articles at home during their leisure mo-
ments while their husbands were eneaged
in other occupations. The desire of these
women was to earn pin money for them-
selves. The result was that there was
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unfair competition with those unfor-
tunate people who had to depend upon
this outwork for their living. The rate
of wages paid was by this means hrought
down to a very low level. The committee
advised that the system of outwork is a
very bad one. The inspector of factories
has no control over these workers under
the Act, and, according to the evidence
given before the committee as a result of
his inve,4igations, it appears that some
of this work is done tinder most insani-
tary conditions- We found that one
wvoman. whose husband was in the last
stages of consumption, was compelled to
undertake some of this work; she had to
do it in the same room in which her huts-
band was lying ill, and in which their
meals were consumed. That sort of thing
is very had indeed for the community as
a whole, and the committee advised that
outwork should be entirely abolished, or
restricted by regulation and placed under
the control of the inspector of factories.
Another system which lends itself to the
introduction of s-weating is what is known
as the "table" system. I notice to-day
that there is a case in the Arbitration
Court, and that Mr. Berry, a master
tailor, and other tailors, have brought
nder the notice of the President of the
Court the great abuse that this system
is to the tailoring trade. Under this
system a workman is placed at the head
of a table at which there are a number
of inmprovers or apprentices who earn
only a few shillings a week, and none of
whom ate competent workers. One of
these apprentices will make lapels, another
buttonholes, while a third will make cob-
lars. I have heard of one apprentice
who was kept at the work of making
buttonholes for three years- These people
do inferior and shoddy work for estab-
lislinients, like the New Zealand and other
companies, and enter into competition
with fir-is which are paying good wages
and whese workmen are doing good work.
This sweating system should be done
away with. In one abitration award
which was given on the fields somu. time
ago the President made an order abolish-
ing, the systemn, hnt that order was upset
by the higher court. I think that the
system could he easilk rectified by the

establish ment of wvages hoards. Then
there is the question of the loss it means,
to the individual. A man will go into
a shop to have a suit Made;. a price is
given him and it is the same as lie would
have to pay if the suit wvere to be made
by competent workers receiving a fair
rate of wages. If he happens to go to
a shop where this "table" system is in
force, hie will get a sulit very much below
the value it should be Considering the
price wvhich he pays for it. He gets a
suit of shoddy make and material, and
in fact has been taken down by the tailor
and knows nothing of it. If the system
were not in operatioin competent trades-
men would be employed, and the public
would get first class work and material.
The great majority of employers look
on this "table"' system as a curs; and
several of them have said that for the
sake of humanity it should he wiped out.
I am glad that a large number of the em-
ployers are now trying in the Ar-bitr-ation
Court to have this system abolished.
Under the Factories Act a factory is a
place in which there are six persons em-
ployed, unless it is the case of an Asiatic,
where the employment of one person con-
stitutes a factory. Now there are many
shops in Perth where less than six per-
sons are employed, and unscrupulous
tailors will take sall rooms, then go to
the warehouse and get orders which are
carried out by the two or three improvers
or apprentices whoin they employ. These
apprentices are not under the jurisdic-
tion of the inspector of factories, and
the result is that sweating work is carried
on. I hope the House will recognise the
importance of the committee's recom-
mendation that this . system should be
abolished. Then again as to apprentices,
there is no systemn of indentures. This
is a matter of great concern to a large
majority of the employers, for there are
growing uip a body of workers 'who have
learned no trade, who work for an em-
ployer for a few months and then drift
a~way to another employer. They may
work for five or six years, and at the end
of that period know nothing about a
trade. This a bad thing- for the State,
since no country can have better or more
useful citizens than those who are compe-
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tent tradesmen. According to our system,
we are breeding no tradesmuen at all,' be-
cause there is no indenturing of appren-
tices. The .committee recommend the
House to consider the necessity of provid-
ing means by which there shallI be a system
'of indenture of apprenticeship. Under
that system there is a three months' trial,
and at the termination of that period if
the apprentice does not desire to continue
with his indentures he need not do so;
and, on the other hand, the employer, if
he is not satisfied with the apprentice,
need not keep him any longer. In con-
nection with the Government contracts I
would draw the Premier's attention to
the fact that sweating exists there also.
For instance, in connection writh the mak-
ing of railway uniforms, sweating has
existed not only once but onl two oc-
casions. The Minister for Railways
shakes his head, but I Canl assure him
that it is correct.

The Minister for Railways: I do not
know who the contractor is.

Mr. TROY:- One of the contractors was
Mr. Horowitz, and the other Mr. Cohen.
According to the evidence which was given
before the Committee both these men have
been guilty of "sweating" their employees.

The Minister for Rail ways: Have these
conditions changed during the last two
years' ,

M1r. TROY: 'We have evidence to show
that thme condition of affairs could not
have been improved upon, o-wing to the
fact that the rate paid for the uniforms
has been decreased while the material with
which the uniforms are mnade has in-
creased iii cost. Of course, therefore, a
better system cannot obtain, The Gov-
ernmient have certainly made provision iii
their regulations that a certain rate of
wages should be paid. In connection
,with the conditions for the supply of uni-
forms for the railways, provision 15
says:-

"All persons employed in the per-
fonnance of any work in connection
-with the contract shall be paid the cur-
rent rate of wages locally applicable."

That may mecan anything, for the em-
ployer provides hisi own rate of wages.
[Mr. We're: That mjeans sweating wvages.]
Thme regulation leads us to helieve that the

Government are making provision to pre-
vent sweating, but as a matter of fact
this result is not achieved, and the in-
spector of factories cannot attend to this
matter as his staff is not sufficient. Sw eat-
ing exists to a great extent. In connection
with Mri. Horowita's contract one witness,
whose namne I sha9ll not mlention as he
asked the committee not to make his naiue
known, stated that he bad to make the
waistcoats for the railway uniforms at one
shilling each, A fair rate for this work
is three shillings. He and his wife had to
work from early in the morning until late
at night in order to make a living, and
even then lie was unable to earn more than
£2 a week. He had to take the work
home with him; lie becamec ill and had to
go to the hospital, while his unfortunate
wife had to do as much work as she could
at hiome. The witness informed us that
hie had to go back to this work as other-
wise lie could not earn a liviug at all.
He said *there were other lpeople who
would take the work if lie (lid not, and
he was forced to accept the price. He
was afraid really to say anything about
the matter, lest it should dome out and he
would lose his employment and thus be
uniable to make a liviug. The same re-
marks apply to the case of Mir. Cohen.
I have marked the evidence so that it can
be available to any person desiring to re-
fer to it. The committee found that somne
better provision must be made in Con-
nection with Government contracts.

The Premier:- What about the contrae-
tors for the Commonwealth work, Messrs.
K~urtz and Har'per? They have been
doing the work for two years.

Mr. TROY: The majority of their
work was done in their factory. 'We did
not have much to complain of as to the
work done in the factory, but it was
concerning the work which was sent out
to be done in the various homes.'- In the
latter cases there was no supervision, and
it was there that a great deal of sweating
existed.

The Premier: They got good prices% for
the work, and therefore should pay good
wa ges.

Mr. TROY: There is no excuse either
for the Commonwealth or the State Gov-
ernment to allow sweating to exist iii
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connection with their contracts; they
should see that a f air rate of wage is
paid for the work done. If the Com-
mon-wealth Government do not see that
a fair rate of wage is paid, that is no
reason why the State Government should
do the same.

The Premier: I happened to let the
contracts for the military uniforms to
Kurtz and Har-per.

Afr. TRIOY. I hope that the Premier
will make provision in the future to see
that sweating does not obtain in connec-
tion with Government contracts. We
should impose a provision to prevent a
contractor from paying a rate of wage
which practically means sweating his em-
ployees.

Mr. Johnson: This was done in the
police uniforms contract.

Mr. TROY: Next there is the question
as to the ins9anitary condition of work-
rooms. Generally speaking, however, we
found that the workroomis were well ven-
tilated and] very lofty. I complained of
the wages paid by Messrs. Foy and Gib-
son, but I must say that the workr-oom
there was vecry good, being wvell ventilated
and havinig any amount of space; it was
really a cheerful room. However, the
workers cannot liv'e on ventilation and
lofty rooms, and if the firm do not pay
a fair wage they must take the conse-
quences in so f ar as this House can reach
them. In regard to the great majority
of workrooms, they were lofty and wvell
ventilated. In some instances improve-
ments were being made at the tine the
committee were sitting, and the chief in-
spector was trying to see that the best
conditions prevailed. He did ndt desire
to push the employers too far. Roth he
and the committee were satisfied when
the employer was conscientious in his de-
sire to make the improvements which we
considered necessary. There were some fac-
tories, however, which were most insani-
tary. An instance of this was provided
in a factory where "home-made jam" was
made, aind also tomato sauce, the latter
consistingl chiefly of pumpkins and tur-
nips. These premises were most insani-
tary. In the case of one shop we visited
we found that the air supplied to the
people working "'as pumped up from the

cellar, and the cellar opened into a back-
yard where there w'as a stable. We drew
the manager's attention to the fact that
the air could not be pure, bnt hye said it
had been done for years and it was all
right. I notice that some improvements
are being made to the front of the shop
in the city, and I hope somec improve-
ments will also be niade for pure air to
be supplied to the workrooms of that
shop. Then, sonic amendment should be
made to the Act so that the workers
should not be compelled to have their
luncheon in the rooms in which they are
working all day. This largely applies
to many of the factories in the city. The
workers have their luncheon in the room
in which they are working all day. That
is an unhealthy condition of affairs. Al-
though this Assembly Chamber is very
lofty and roomy with plenty of pure air,
no one would like to sit d]own to have his
dinner here after a few hours' debate.
A vecry little room could be supplied in
connection with factories for the workers,
so that they could take their luncheon
there. In regard to Asiatic competition,
the Factories Act provides certain pro-
visions for that competition. Section 47
of the Act provides that:

"Every cabinet-maker and dealer in
furniture who sells or offers for sale
goods mnanfactured wholly or in part
by Asiatic labour, and whether im-
ported or manufactured in Western
Australia, shall stamp such goods in
the prescribed manner with the words.
'Asiatic. labour.'"

Although that is provided, we find that
in no instance is the provision carried out,
or in very few instances. The wily
Chinee can easily get over the provision.
The work should be stamped before it is.
exposed for sale or sold. We had a
complaint from niany manufacturers in
the city employing white labour that the-
Chinese competition was being felt very-
keenly. This Chinese competition is be-
ing felt more keenly even than the coni-
petition of the Eastern States and
Europe. Mr. Locke, of Fremantle, as-
suredl us that he preferred the competi-
tion of the furniture manufacturers of-
the Eastern States and Eng-land, and that
he could compete with it; hut he coul&l
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not compete with the furniture made by
Chinese, because it was made of inferior
materials. There are large warehouses
in the furniture trade in. Perth, in Bun-
bury, and in Northam-there is one par-
ticular place in Northam-Throssell, Son
and Stewart-and all these warehouses
purchase their furniture from Chinese
factories and none of it is stamped. The
Chief Inspector has made a recommenda-
tion for the prosecution of the Chinese
for not stamping their furniture, but his
recommendation has not been carried out.
TShe provision is that thle furnniture must
'be stamped if sold, or offered for sale.
'The Chinese manufacturer puts his fur-
niture, in a sale-room. It may not be com-
plete; perhaps a knob may have to be
put onl a door, or a piece of latticework
is required]. But the furniture dealer can
take the article away without the knob
and then put his own stamp on it. A
great proportion of the furniture manu-
factured in Western Australia is manu-
factured by Chinese under such condi-
tions that it is never stamped.

21r. Angzoin: What is the reason it is
done?

Mr. TROY: Because the Chinese evade
-the provision.

Mr. Angwvin: Because the officers ad-
mnimstering the Act are not favourable
to the legislation.

Mr. TROY: There are not sufficient in-
spectors. The Chief Inspector of Fac-
tories cannot be hunting around the
Chinese nmanufactorics every day; and
lie aud two other' officials have to attend
to the whole of the State.

Mr. Scaddan: 'Who are the two
other officials?

M1r. TROY: Bradsbaw and Fleming.
Mr. Scaddwn: Fleming has been dis-

missed.
Mr. TROY: In regard to this parti-

cular matter there is necessity for farther
inspection, and an amendment of the Act
should be made so that all furniture
manufactured in the State. whether by
European or Asiatic labour, be so stamped
imumediately on its completion and] before
leaving that portion of the premises on
which it was so manufactured; and all
furniture imported into the State, before
'being sold or exposed for !%le, must be

stamped wvith the words "European lab-
our" or "Asiatic labour," as the case may
be. 'What We must have is better super-
vision and more inspectors. The great
majority of the employers manufacturing
furniture are Chinese, who control nearly
all the furniture trade at Bunbury,
Frenmantle, Perth and Northam, putting
competent workers out of employment
amid ruining this impllortant industry.
I want to bring under the notice of the
Minister for Mincs the conditions which
existed in the mines of Kalgoorlie. The
conmmittee visited Kalgoorlie in order to
iniquire into the system of trihuting,
wherein it was said swveating existed. We
found sweating did exist in regard to
tributing in Kalgoorlie. We found a
state of affairs there which, if it has not
been inquired into since, is a lasting dis-
grace to the Mines Department for not
carrying out the Mlines Regulation Act.
We found a large number of leases were
held by companies who had done no work
on those leases for a number of years,
and that the tributers were fulfilling the
labour conditions without receiving, the £E2
per week provided for in the regulations.
In regard to tiibuting, the Mining Act
provides that if the tributers are fulfilling
the labour conditions the tribute shall be
for a term of not less than three months
and for a specified and definite block of
,round. That has not been the ease.
The regulations provide that-

"No tribute is payable unless the
tributes's have earned £C2 per man per
week, after paying the cost and ex-
penses of mining and treatment."

I want to show the Minister that so far
as that condition is concerned there has
been no regard paid to it. I want to
bring this under the notice of the Minister
for Mines, because we found a disgrace-
fni state of affairs at Kalgoorlie, and that
there is room for great imuproveient in
connection with the tributing conditions.
I should like to rend some of the evi-
dence showing the condition of affairs ex-
isting at Knlgoorlie. A large number of
miners hold properties for leaseholders
who would otherwise be compelled to
abandon their leases for a numnber of
x'lars. The tributem's, who were fulfilling
the labour conditions, were not earning
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£E2 per week, as provided for by the rego-
lations. A number of men received no-
thing for fourteen weeks' work. These
employers exact a royalty-in some in-
stances a-, much as 20 per cent. It
was an eye-opener to me and to the other
members of the committee. There is cer-
tain evidence to which I intend to refer.
There was a very had case brought tinder
our notice in regard to the Hannan's Re-
ward. It seems that a party namned Hunt
and 'Williams took the Hannan's Reward
on tribute, and although the Act does not
provide for it, this party) let a sub-tribute
to other tributers and exacted conditions
which. I may say, a Shriock would not
exact ill such circumstances. These are
the conditions thex' demanded : that the
suib-tributers shouldl pay a royalty of 20
per cent. per ton on the ore crushed, and
that the 20 per cent. should be charged on
the gross result of the crushing; they got
nothing for their sands, and were not eveni
allowed to silver the plates to get better
treatment; and they complained of not
being allowed to put silver in the boxes.
and thus lost gold. They had to pay to
the samne tributers 20s. per ton for cart-
ing and crushing. It was provided
they should have dynamite, and they
paid for dynamite ; and as far as
timber was concerned, if they wanted
timber they were told to put in a stick
out of the wood heap. I think they paid
2d. more per lb). for dynamnite, and 3d. or
4d. more for fuse, than they could buy it
for at any retail shop in Kalgoorlie.
These suh-tributers, after working for 14
weeks, got nothing after paying the roy-
nilty;' and yet they were fulfilling the lab-
our conditions. The tributers, BHunt and
Williams, had no registered agreemient
with the Hannan's Rew1ard; yet the MUiti-
ing Act provides that if there is no regis-
tered ag'reemient, if there is breach of
covenants, they are liable to a flue of
£C500 . or their leases shall be forfeited.
According to the evidence, there was no
repgistered agreement since December 1905,
and the commuittee sat in Kalgoorlie in
September 1906. There was no agree-
inent then in force between the tributers,
Hunt and Williams, and the Hannan's Re-
ward. There had not been for nine
months, yet nothing was done by time

Mines Department to prosecute that coti-
pany.

The Minister for Mines: Had I been
in your place I should have taken action.

Mr. TROY: The Minister has his offi-
cers there, and if those officers had been.
ignorant of the proceedings one would
not have lbeen surprised ; but those offi-
cers knew there was no agreemient in
force, because the ininers gave evidence
of this publicly.

31r, Johns5on: Are you sure they could
enforce the registration?

Mr. TROY: I think they could.
Mr. Johnson :I think you will find

that they could not.
Mr. TROY: The member for Guild-

ford may speak later. for hie has some
knowledge of this matter.

The Minister for Mines: I would not
have wvaited for twelve months.

Mr. TROY: With reg-ard to sub-
tributing. it is not -allowed by the Act,
yet it is being cardied onl at Kalgoorlie.
I want to bring tinder the Minister's no-
tice another gentleman who has been
most exacting with the tributers, who has
received special consideration front the
M%,ines Department. I refer to our old
f riend . Mr. E. A. Griffith. Mr. Griffith
seemis to be able to get a great deal of
consideration in this State; and he has
been in maui' questionable mining deals
inl this State. There, is no doubt about
that. Yet he appears to receive special
consideration. This is how, hie appears to
treat his trihuters. We found that at his
mine, the Golden Eagle-M1r. E. A.
Griffith being the attorney-the tributers.
were fulfilling the labour conditions and
,were paying a royalty of 5 per cent. onl
4dwts. ; on Sdwts. they paid 10 per cent.
The trihuters had to find all their own.
tools and put in timber wherever required
by Mr. Griffith. They hud also to pay
royalty en gold valued at £4, when it was
worth only £3 5s. to £E3 15s, and they
earned only £C1 per week during the whole
timie they were working; yet they were
fulfilling the labour conditions.

The Minister for Mines: Do you pro-
pose to discuss the Mining Act or the
Factories Act?

Mfr. TROY: The committee investi-
gated the industries in which they be-
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licred sweating to exist; and without de-
siring to throw onl thle Minister responsi-
bility for the abuses disclosed, I hope hie
will take action to see that this syStemi
is abolished in Kalgoorlie.

The Minister for M1ines: I have already
stated that I porpose introducing mnining
legislation by which tributing will be
regulated.

Mr. TROY: We pointed out to the
tributers that they also were liable for
taking these sub-contracts; hut they said
they could not help it; that they had to
keep) wives and families; that the mine-
owners held absolutely the whole of the
country, and] that the tributers had to
niake a living, could not get work at
wrages, and therefore had to resort to any
honest mecans of livelihood, though they
knew they- were acting conltrai-y to thle
mnining regulations. Again, the comn-
mittee found a number of comnpanies
holding leases on that field and fulfilling
tile labour conditions by paying tiibuters
£2 a wieek to hold the leases; otherwise
the companies would have been compelled
to pay wages men £3 10s- per week. Thus
the companies bald the leases by reducing
wages. We have the evidence of wvit-
nesses who refused to take the tributes
under such conditions. One witness,
speaking about the North Boulder,
said.

"I heard at one( time that there was
somle good stone there, and I asked the
mlanager for a tribute. He said that
if we gave him a thousand pounds at
that moment lie could not tell whether
there was a colour. of gold on the lease.
He said it was not much good for a
tributer, but advised us to go and see
the manager who lived in Kanowna.
I saw the manager and he offered uts
£2 a week , but he said he could not
guarantee there was a colour of gold
on the lease. I asked him what was his
object in letting the tribute, and he said
that he fancied lie could work the lease
cheaper on tribute than onl wages. We
decided to have nothing to do with it.
If the six of us- had taken the tribute,
we should have been the mneans of put-
ting six wages men out of work, and
I would not do that. Whether lie got
anybody I could not say, but from the

North Boulder into Kalgoorlie there
has never been any gold of any conse-
quence known to exis t onl the niines."

Many tributers are paid £2 instead of
£3 10s. a week for holding leases and
fulfilling the labour conditions ; anti I
hope thle Minister will by regulation se-
cure the abolition of this abuse.

The M1inistcr for M1ines : Abolish
tributing ?

M r. TROY : No ; abolish the abuses
of the tribute systeni.

Mr. Scaddan : They have heen trying
to do that in Victoria these last fifty
years.

M r. TROY :There is a farther comn-
plaint as to the time system., Many of
thle trihuters arc allowed to take a block
for a certain time, say six months. At
the end of five moaths they mnay strike
something. During that five mronths they
have worked for nothing, and they are
then allowed to work only onie mnonth,
iii order to recoup thenmsejves for their
tile and labour. When they strike any-
thing, the block is takeni froni theni t
the end of the term. The commiittee
reconiuend that the block system of
ti-ibuting shall he brought into vogue;
that a tribu tar shall he riven a block to
work out, and when he has finished that
work then shall his tribute cease. The
timne system has proved anl absolute fail-
ure ; for a man may woirk a considerable
time before he strikes anything, and when
he does, his time may be about to expire.
In regard to the general administration
of the Factories and Early Closing Acts
we found that in the Chief Inspector of
Factories the Government had a zealous,
enthusiastic, and symp~athetic2 officer. We
found, too, that he "'as capable and ener-
getic, and he assisted materially the in-
vestigations of the coramittee. There is
no doubt that such a department, which
has to conserve the interests of those
wvorkers who have no other protection,
needs a sympathetic officer. In such
trades and callings as the commnit tee in-
vestigated the great majority of thle
workers are afraid to make a public
declaration of the abuses which exist.
But if they know thle chief inspector and
trust him-if he is aii hononrable and
conscientious man, and will not violate
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their coInfidence-they can always go to
him with their complaints. If they are
afraid to trust him, they will never go
near him ; and thus the abuses will con-
tine. If an abuse exists in almost any
other calling or organisation, the people
agg~rieved will Nvithout much provocation
miake themselves heard. If uianufac-
tureis arc labouring under somec disad-
vantage, they wvill soon organise a depu-
tation to the responsible Minister. if
the Chamber of Mlines or the Chamber
of Commerce have a grievance, they wiill
see that it is redressed. But the unfor-
tunate factory and shop employees are
afraid to go to anyone, lest they should
lose their employment ; and the adinii-
stration of the Factories and Early Clos-
ing- Acts demands the services of all
officer who will administer them sympa-
thetically, and not violate the workers'
confidence. I regret to say we found
that the chief inspector is not getting the
encouragement and support hie has a
right to expect. We found that there
had been considerable friction in the de-
partuient, and that his reeonunendations
are often delayed because they do not
reach the Mfinister until Some time has
elapsed. When the chief inspector
makes a recommendation to the Minister,
it has to go first to 1101. Owen. He at-
taches a minute giving his view of the
nlatter, signs it, and forwards it to Mir.
North, the Under Secretary, who appends
his view, signs it, and then forwards it to
the Minister. When the Minister re-
ceives it he has before him the views of
two or three persons who have never
come in contact with the snbject matter
of the recommendation, and who know
very little about it. These persons at-
tach their comments to the reconmmenda-
tion merely to uphold the dignity of their
positions. There is too much of that in
the various departments, and in this par-
ticular department it leads to a scanda-
louis hampering of business. If, as is
stated, there has been a reorganisation of
this department, I shall be surprised;
because I believe the position of the de-
partmnent to-day is worse than it has ever
been previously. I believe there is ab-
solute neglect in administering the Acts,
The Chief Inspector of Factories has not

been able to get out his report for the
last twelve months. The report for 1906
has not yet reached the House ;I doubt
if it has reached the Government Printer;
and 1907 has nearly expired. That fact
Shows COilusively that the chief inspec-
tr has been hampered in) his work.

The Premier :Why does it show that
hie has been hampered?

Mr. TROY : Because otherwvise his
work would lie uip to date.

The Premier :You find ont whether
hie has sent in his report.

Mr. TROY : Moreover, we found that
the lady inspector resigned sonie two
years ago, and that, although repeated
applications have been made for the ap-
pointmient of a lady inspector, because
one is absolutely necessary wvhere a large
niumber of feiale workers is employed,
thle vacancy has never been filled. The
Government have not made an appoint-
mneat, and thlerefore the female workers
in this State are receiving absolutely no
protection from anl inspector. Thlen
again, 'we found therLe were only two in-
spectors under the Chief Inspector of
Factories-Messis. Fleming and Brad-
shaw, who were supposed to be able to
inspect all tile factories throughout the
length and breadth of the State-on the
whole of the goldfields, in the metropoli-
tan area, nd in the South-Western and
Eastern Districts. Howv two men could
do the work of suchI a responsible depart-
muen t passes Ily comprehension. It could
not be done and Ilad never been done.

The Minister for Mines: What fac-
tories are there oil the goldfields?

Mr. TROY: There are various shops,
and so forth. One inspector wvent right
throull to Menzies, and thle Minmister re-
ferr-ed to the fact in asking a question
in this House.

The Minister for Mines: The inspector
was mleasuring one building- for cubic air
space; yet the building had no roof.

Mr. TROY: I will not take the M1ia-
ister's word for that. I have consider-
able doubt as to that statement. We find
also the services of Inspector Fleming
have been dispensed with. This gentleman
passed a very severe examination to gain
admittance to the department; he carried
out his duties faithfully and well; yet
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despite the fact that the department to-
day is not overmianned, despite the fact
that it is not doing its -work, we find that
he has been retired. First he was a per-
manent officer; he was then made teib-
porary; and now his service has been
dispensed with, But another gentlemnan
has been appointed in his 1)lace. On the
1st A'ugus~t,' iii the s.s. " Ortona'" there
arrived at Fremantle an assisted iii-
gr-ant nnnle(I Thomas .1dflenry; and I
know certain friends who mtet this gen-
tlemian in town. He was staying at the
Shaftesbury Hotel. He was immna11cu-
lately dressed, with frock coat, gloves,
and walking-stick; and he said this was
a very fine country. "But," he said,
"let the fools go on the land; I will get
a good job; " an d lie got one. And T re-
gr-et to mniition that lie told people he
could get a good job because his wife was
a friend of the Attorney General's sister.
That is his own statement. [M1ember:
What nonsense !J Well, hie has got the
job. Inspector Fleing. has been put
off, and this nian is in Inspector Fein-
in-'s place. It is said the new manl is
only temporary7, but hie will be there for
good. They say he has credentialIs: he
may have. But it inust be remembered
that Inspector Fleming passed a severe
examination and was appointed per-
manently, and has been removed to make
roomn for this individuna! I do not care
a rap about the relationship to the At-
torney General; but if there is any rela-
tionship, this 11an is very' foolis h to go
round the town telling people about his
relationship, and] of the advantages hie
will secure onl account of it.

Mr. Taylor: It is the simplicity of an
Englishmnan.

Mr. TROY : It is absolute simplicity.
I hope the Government will do their ut-
most to adopt the recommrendations em-
bodied in the report of the committee,
because there is an absolute need for a
drastic chan.ge in the condition of our
factory workers, and this change can
never he brought about unless we pass
some measure to provide for their pro-
tection and for fair' wages. In conclu-
sion, I hope the Government will consider
the recommendations, and that the House
will pass my motion, thus instructing, the

Government to recognise th~e gravity
of the position, and that we shall have
legislation in the interests of the workers
concerned. The employers, and even
workers who have big and strong organ-
isatious, can always obtain redress of any
grievance under which they labour. But
the majurity of workers in those indus-
ties are incapable of getting any re-
dres;s unless we pas-, legislation (in their
behalf, and I hope that to help these
people and secure somie lasting benefits,
this Houise will pass my motion and bring
about the introduction of fresh legrisla-
tion. The Government mnake strenuous,
efforts to assist the farmers and those
engaged iii production on the laud, and
every effort should also be made to assist
producers in our cities; because the State
cannot make muclh progress if we allow
most of the workers to be employed
under conditions that would bring- the
blush of shaume to the members of this
Assembly.

Mr, G. TAYLOR (Mount 'Margaret)
I second the motion.

On motion by thme M1inister for Mines,
debate adjourned.

MOTION-STIRLINIG ESTATE
SETTLERS.

Als to Ref usal of Advances.
Mr. M. F. TROY (-Mt. 'Magnet) moved

That all papers relating to the pur-
chase and subsequent sate of the Stir-
ling Estate to thme setters, the drainage
and expenditure int connection with
same, and also all correspondence in
connection with opplicat ions; b '? the
setfle is for advances from thme Agrieul-
luda Rank, be laid upon the table.

He said: The Premier has been good
enough to tell inc that hie will allow me
to have these papers produced, so that I
will make my remarks as short as pos-
sible; but I wish to refer to the injustices
(lone to and the disadvantages oif the
people who are settled on the Stirling
Estate. This was demionstrated fully in
the Morning Herald a few weeks ago, but
it is necessary that the matter should be
brought tinder the notice of members, so
that we can arrive at the amount p~aid by
the Government for the estate, so that we
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call ascertain why these people are denied
advances fromt the Agriculturral Bank,
and to see whether the grievances under
which these people labour cannot be recti-
fled. The Stirling Estate was purchased
by Mr. J. At. Hopkins, wvhen Minister for
Lands in the Janies Government, and in
his usual manlner of advertising the mnag-
nificent resources of the State and the
great pot2litialities; of the place lie had
purchased and desired to settle. Mr. Hop-
ki ns sent f tit i a PIIipI)let to the Eastern
States and to the goldfields pointing out
the great advantages to be secured by
people wh'Io purchased land in the Stirling
Estate. This is %%,fat the pamphlet said:

"Rare olpportunity.-Tlie far-famed
Stirling Estate,which has been acquired
by the State under repurchase condi-
tions, has been cut uip into lots varying
in size from S acres to 400 acres."

Then Mr. Hopkins wvent on to show how
niuch we were importing from the Eastern
States, the value of those imports, and
how the greater proportion of them could
be produced on the Stirling Estate. Many
people who had saved some money on the
goldfields came down and selected laud on
that estate; niany of them had £:400 and
£500 each; and many people were attrac-
ted from the Eastern States where they
could not get land, to take up land oil this
estate. These people paid high prices for
their land, some of them uip to £12 an
acre, buat unfortunately the land for
which they, paid that high price is of
little value because for nine months of
the year it is tinder water. However, I
shall refer to that later onl. It seems
from what the selectors tell iue that, al-
though the majority who came fromt the
goldfields and the Eastern States had to
pay high prices for their land, preference
was given to settlers who had been in the
vicinity for a number of years. I do not
know whether this is accurate and I shall
be pleased to hear the Premier's state-
ment in regard to it. At any rate there
is a great disparity between the prices
paid for the land by some individuals, and
those paid by others who came fronm the
Eastern States and from the goldfields.
According to the letters I have received
the grievance is-tliat, though those from
the goldfields and the Eastern States paid

high prices for their land anid have ex-
pended a great deal of money onl it since,
they have been unable to secure advances
from the Agricultural Bank, which every
settler in the State believes is due to hint.
Sonic of these people have expended £400
or £500 on their selections, and have done
remarkably' good work; in fact in two
years they have done more than settlers in
other parts oft the State have (lime in 50
yearn; but in spite of this, the 'y are re-
fused advanaces from the Agricultural
Bank: and( nlot only this, but they are
subjected to so utouch humbug from~ the
department that they are absolutely dis-
couraged.

The Premijer: You knowv why the ad-
vances are refused I

11r. TROY: I do not. I expect to hear
from 'you. I1 shall read here letters in
regard to this matter. The Premier was
down there himself, bitt he could not tell
the settlers, or did not tell them, why' they
were refused these advances. The Pre-
inier and Treasurer went to the estate;
and if I may take tile word of residents,
the settlers were assured by the Premier
that they had paid too much for the laud.
Is that a fact9

The Prlir I will answer in due
cou rse,

Mr. TROY: Then I wvill read sonie of
these letters. Here is one:-

"Difference in price onl Stirling
blocks -There is a difficulty to under-
stand why some blocks whfich adjoin
are so ridiculously valued. For instance
SO acres in one block was sold at £2
per acre, while the next block the same
sort of land, 14 acres at £S per acre.
Preferential blocks-It seemis on the
face of it that some people bad a great
dls of preference showvn them and
others have to pay to make that up or
go into the Bankruptcy Court. In-
capable valuations-It seemed to me
that the officials who did the valuing
were either incapable or otherwise
wvorse than incapable. I consider anl
official from the Agricultural Bank
should take part in all subdivisional
repurchase lands so that people who
spend say £100 or even £500 could get
the assistance from the Agricultural
Bank on the officials' own valuations.

Stirling Estate :
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Government report.-I understand you
are now in possession of one. Now
Mr. Hopkins was the Minister who
circulated those reports. Now he as
trustee or Commissioner of the Agri-
cultural Bank lies refused assistance
to many who have spent some hun-
dreds of pounds on these properties.
Drainae, £S,000-This is a Govern-
ment experiment which has failed to
do what is claimed for it, thus penal-
ising a small community of settlers
with a Iburden of £9,000 and we cannot
gain authentic knowledge as to how
much lies really been spent. We do
not k-now but what the Governiment may
he using- sonic of it for other purposes.
We are desirous of seeing a proper
balance sheet. We sincerely hope that
it will be put on the table of the
House so that the truth shall be known.
Mr. Paterson has told the settlers that
the Government has made some thou-
sands of pounds out of the purchase
of the Stirling Estate. He should he

iii a position to know...1
The Premier: That is news to me.

AMr. TROY: In another letter I sum 211-

formed that the Premier went there and
took away some of the soil, but nothing
was heard of it afterwards or of the
Premier's visit. The Government have
sent several experts down, Mr- Mann and
Mr. Despeissis. Mr. Mann said the soil
would not grow potatoes. The settlers
have not heard from the department the
result of thle analysis of the soil. At any
rate, with regard to the advances fromt
the Agricultural Bank I shall be pleased
to hear the Premier's explanation. With
regard to the drainage I want to know
what it cost to make the experiment with
a view. to draining that estate, because
no drainage has been cardied oat at all.
[The Premier: None?] About £C8,000
has been spent. The only advantage to
the settlers is that the Government have
made a channel by which the water can
back up more easily than in previous
years.

The Premier: Stick to the Factories
Act;- you know more about that.

ilr. TROY: I know something about
this also, and I amn going to stick to this

matter until I see that these people get
some degree of justice. For nearly aine
months of the year the land for which
people paid about £12 an acre is uinder
water. I was down there a few weeks
ago and saw the land. It was under Sft.
or 4ft. of water. At least I did not see
the land hut I saw time tops of the fences
the settlers had put up. This is the far-
famed land that was going to grow pota-
toes in galore and to make the fortunes
of the people who took up the land, those
people who have spent such a large sum
of money on it. I saw one drain there;
it was a credit to the engineers of West-
ern Australia. I have seen many drains
in the Eastern States, but few here. This
was an eye-opener to me. In the Eastern
States where I saw box drains they had
four sides, but on this estate in sandy
country through a sand hill the depart-
ment put in a box drain with two sides
and no bottom. The result was that when
thme water rushed through the sand washed
out and the drain fell in. This is an
example of the drainage carried out by
the presemt Government. I may ko
very little about farming in Western Aus-
tralia, but I have been sufficiently mied
uip with farming years ago in the East-
ern States to know that a child could
make a better box drain than that.

11r. Ewing: Is there much of it?
Mr. TROY: I do not know, hut thein

was a considerable sum spent on it.
The Premier: The hon. member is talk

ing about a flood-gate.
Mr-. TROY: I believe the Governmeni

are eindeavouring to gain considerabli
profit from the people out of the land
sold there. They have taken 4,000 acres
as a. forest reserve, though probably the:3
charged the settlers the capital cost ol
that area. The Railway Department an-
getting timber fromt this reserve, and I
suppose the Forestry Department get i
certain amount of revenue from it- Set,
tiers have written me to tell me that the3
are dissatisfied with the Agi-icultura:
Bank's agent on the estate. I do nol
know him; he may he a most conscientioui
and honouirable man, but no doubt tin
settlers are disatisfied with him. [Th%
Premier: Who is he?] . He is the loca
storekeeper-, MrAf. Layman, the brother ol
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-thle member for Nelson. I make no
-charge against Mir. Layman. He may be
*at conscientious man; I know nothing to
the contrary; but the settlers are dissatis-
fled with his being the agent of the Agri-
*cultural Batik. The settlers tell me that
several settlers owe hinm stums of money,
and that hie wants to get mortgages
over their property. We rarely see a
contryi storekeeper who does not hold
mortgages over half the property in
his locality. The settlers at Stirling
cotnsider that Mr. Laymian luay refuse to
give the Ag&ricultural Banik a satisfactory
account on their behalf, because he tnay
wrishi to get mortgages. on his own behalf,
There may be nothing in that, but the
feeling obtains down there; and I think
it is very inadvisable, apart from any
other matter, to have this gentleman act-
ing as agent for the Crown in this par-
ticular locality. It is apt to give rise to
suspicious circumstances and does not
'give the most satisfactory results. I do
not wish to do this gentleman any harm.
I know of him in no other way than as
being as honourable man, yet his appoint-
ment as an agent for the Agricultural
Bank has given no satisfaction at alL.
I think the Government might have their
own inspectors, and they should not ap-
point persons who are iti the locality to
'Such positions. I fond nut in my
travels. that the Government have also
land agents and land guides -who hold
land in the varions localities, and who, be-
-cause of their land hunger, take would-be
-settlers away fromt the best selections so
that they and their friends might get
themn. I have drawn attention to this
matter before. It is not advisable that in
connection with the lands of the State we
-should have such men holding the posi-
tions of agents ; it does not tend to bring
a-bout satisfactory results. The Premier
has promised to lay the papers on the
table of the House, and when he does so
I shall not take long in going through
thenm in order that the Government, if
they desire to assist these people, shall
not be hindered in their operations. The
-settlers on the estate have done splendid
work, and I trust that their wants will
be met. I know what it is to open up
country, for I was reared amongst those

who were engaged in that work, and I
can fully appreciate the excellent work
the settlers on the Stirling estate are do-
ing. They have spent much time and a
considerable amount onu their properties
and they deserve all the encouragenient
any Government can give them.

Mr. J. B. HOLMAN (Murchison) :I
second the motion.

The PREIVrHER (Hon. N. J. Moore)
I ami not going to oppose the motion, on
the understanding that the member gives
an undertaking that it will not be neces-
sary fur him to have the papers onl the
table longer than' a week ;otherwise I
would oppose the motion, as at the pre-
sent titne there are many applications in
the hands bof the Agricultural Banik, ask-
ing for advances in connection with this
estate. This question of the Stirling Es-
tate has beeu one that has been given
a considerable amount of attention to
both by 'the Agricultural Bank and by
the Lands Department. The matter has
been brought under the notice of the deo-
partment by the mnember! for the district
(Mr. Hayward), who has taken great
interest in it. He has visited every farm
there, and has brought before the atten-
tion of the Government the disadvantages
these people labour under, compared with
persons holding the ordinary conditional
purchase lands. Mr. Hayward was with
ine on the occasion the lion. member re-
ferred to, when we visited the f arms in
the locality, and also inspected the various
drains. The niember has referred to
what he terms an injustice that is being
meted out to these people. I object to
that term, for I maintain that as far as
possible within the four corners of the
Act for the disposal of such properties,
the Government have done all they pos-
sibly can to assist these people. The
member said that the estate was pur-
chased by Mr. Hopkins some years ago.
As a matter of fact Mir. Hopkins was
Minister for Lands at the time the pur-
chase was made by the Repurchase Es-
tates Board. [31r. Troy :I said that
Mr. Hopkins was Minister at the time.]
I know a little about that estate, f or as
a matter of fact I surveyed it and
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brought it under the Transfer of Land
Act some years ago. It was originally
granted to Sir James Stirling 50 or 60
years ago. The land selected ran parallel
with the coast and included practically
all the swamp lands near the coast,
running almost from Bunburv to the
Wnnnerui* estuary. Those persons who
lived in the district thought that it
was one of the most fertile spots in
the South-Western district ; as a mat-
ter of fact,' however, it has been to
some extent a disappointment. As a re-
suilt of thie analyses which have been
inade, it has been found that there is salt
iii the land, and also,' I understand, mag-
niesia. -Notwithstanding this, however,
one of the properties adjoining this es-
tate, which was purchased by Mir. Wil-
liama Raminsy, is one of the most valuable
in Western Australia. On a very small
area he has raised some thousands of
cattle, and I myself have seen on that
proper-ty in a 30-acre paddock as miany
as 200 head of cattle. That will give
members some idea of what the soil is
like for the purpose of growing gra-s.
The member also referred to the fact aiat
during nine months of the year ti.is land
is under wanter. As a matter of fact,
prior to the construction of the drains,
the greater portion of the laud-the low
lying land-was under water practically
the whole of the year round. The memi-
her- for Wellington will be able to speauk,
if he addresses the House on this motion,
w-ith. some experience, as I suppose he
has trudged over imost of it when dutck
shooting. I take exception to the state-
inent that preference wva, given to the-
old settlers. I am not aware that there
was snything of the kind done,' and cer-
tainly it is not the usual procedure.
Applieati'.us arc sent in. and when there
are two Fir More applications for the
same block they are dealt with by a land
board, who are guided in their choice of
the successful aipplicnt, first by the ques-
tion as to whether he hjas- any land al-
ready, and secondly by the point as to
whether he would be the most desirable
settler. I take exceptiun also to thme
statement made by the lion. memiber that
the ollicer who valued ti e blocks was in-
capahle. As a matter of fact the valua-

tion was made by the chief inspecting
surveyor, Mr. Brockman, one of the
oldest surveyors in the department, who
also had the advantage of having been
on the property for some months, as the
work of subdividin g it had been entrusted
to him. I would like to give the House
sonic information in regard to the cost
of this estate, and as to how the money
has been exlpended. The, property con-
sists of something under 2.0,000 acres and
the original cost was £10,000. Since
then £5,700 has been spent in drainage.
It is estimated that the interest for 211/2
years would aniount to £13,502. This is
provided for under the Rapurchased Es-
tates Act. The survey, advertising etcet-
era cost £300, inaking a total cost of
£31,719. Of this subdivision, 5,703 acres
were available under the ordinary condi-
tions appertaining to -repurchased es-
tates, 644 acres were available as sub,
lots for cultivation, 3,009 acres were set
apart for reserves, and 544 acres were
presumably covered by roads and drains,
The whole of the conditional purchasA
blocks have been selected, but 25 pem
cent. in values of sub-lots arc vacani
The hon. member has referred to the fact
that a certain area of this land was re,
sen-ed for forestry purposes. I believE
that when the origial subdivision arr
the 'valuation were made, the area whici
was taken for forestry purposes was no
credited to the es9tate ; that is to say, tlu
amount was divided amiong the block!
that were being sold. A few months ag
in going through the papers in comiec
tion with the valuation with a view t(
seeing whether it was possible to reduci
the price paid by these settlers, I drev
attention to the fact that I did not thin[
this had been credited to the estate. A
the present time the blocks are being
re-valued to see if it is not possible t,
reduce the price uiider- which the lan(
was sold. I dto niot think that a siuigli
block there hars changed bands. The vain
of the laud reserved for forestry oul:.
amiounts to £2,000 out of a tote
expeniditurle of almost £30,000. In re
gard to what the member has said as t,
advances, I would like to point out tha
the Agricultural Bank is restricted in it
operations in regard to this particutla

r
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estate. Section 19 of the Repurchased
Estates Act requires the applicant to
fence his holding and to clear a crop
from at least one-tenth of his estate be-
fore applying for assistance. That was
all very well when the provision applied
to prolperty in the Eastern districts where
it was possible to clear Land at a nominal
sunm, but where it ajpplies to swamp lands
which are heavily overgrowvn with paper
bark it is a very big order, and very few
of the settlers were able to comply with
these conditions prior to making tihe up-
plications for loans. I have already
griven notice that it is the intention of the
Government to bring in an amendment
of the Act this session in order to allow
those settlers to obtain advances on the
same terms as the ordinary conditional
purchase holders. I have now made ar-
rangcmenrs for the Lands Department
to give a gumaantee to the trustees of the
Agricultural Bank for certain applica-
tions that have been approved of. In
regard to the application for assistance,
the first one was that of Mr. James Nor-
ton, who applied for £40 and was gran-
ted £300 ; then Mr. George flunekley ap-
plied for £E50 and wvas granted that suns,
bitt I had to indemnify the latter ad-
vance. I did this because I knew that
this wvas a g-ood man and I was de-
sirous that lie should remain on tile
land, so I took the responsibility as
Minister to indemnify the trustees of
the Agricultural Bank. James Hansen
applied for £200 and was granted that
sum. In connection with this man's ap-
plication, the trustees, in their original
refusal, when I asked them for their
favourable consideration for the applica-
tion-the nian had written me a private
letter-pointed out that his block of 126
acres, with the improvements added, was
valued by 'Mr. Paterson. the manager of
the bank, at £450, on the as 'sumption that
the title was clear. There was, bowvever,
a liability standing against the land of
£396 6s. 6d. which, in the opinion of the
trustees, did not leave sufficient margin
to warrant their making a farther ad-
vance of £200, one half of which was to
be utilised ini the purchase of stock, which
the Bank did not consider as being of
any value as security. I am satisfied

that the trustees have not shown diseri-
urination between the ordinary condi-
tional purchase land and repurchased es-
tates, except in the cases where Section
19 had not been complied with. Then
there was Mr. C. J. Rooney who applied
for £100 and received £100. An appli-
cation from him for farther assistance
was declined owing to the security not
being considered good enough. Mr. F.
Meineke applied for £100 and that sumt
was approved of. lMr. A. G. Layman
was treated similarly.

At 6.15, the Deputy Speaker left the
Chair.

At 7.30, Chair resumed.

The PREMIER (continuing) :I was
pointing out that out of the number of
persons who had applied there had been
only one or twvo refused; that is to say,
after the Government caine to the rescue
and stated they were prepared to in-
deminify the Agricultural flank. In ad-
dition to those I have already mentioned
thiere was -Mr. Robert Robertson, wvho ap-
plied for a loan of £100. The loan was
approved of, and in response to a farther
application, the Bank agreed to recom-
mrend an advance of £.75 on this land.
Mr. F. A. Roberts asked for £150, which
wvas recommended for approval. Mr. J.
TI. Holmes applied for a loan of £100,
and the trustees said they wvere prepared
to recommend approval if the Bank would
indemnify them against loss; the security
"'as not considered good enough. John
Carroll applied for £100, and £75 was
recommended for approval subject to in-
deinnity. In the case of Thomas Spald-
ing the application was declined. John
Cross applied for a loan of £125, and the
Bank said they were prepared to recoin-
mend it for approval if they wvere in-
deinnified against loss by the Executive
Council. Out of the 14 applicants who
applied for loans on this estate no less
than 13 have been approved.

31;- Bath: What time elapsed between
the application and the approval?

The PREMIER : I do not know the
time, hut no doubt theie was some delay
because, as I pointed out earlier in the
afternoon, the Bank under Section 19 of
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the Rlepurchased Estates Act are not en-
titled to advance on this property with-
out there is at least one-tenth of the area
fenced on the external boundaries. As I
pointed out. on that property it is practi-
cally impossible to doa that without great
expenditure. and these men had only a
limited capital. With regard to the far-
ther statement read out by the member
from a correspon dent, in which the cor-
respondent is reported to have said Mr.
Paterson said the Government had made
thousands out of the estate- [Mr. Troy:
W~ere making thousands] -that is a
different tale from what the officials of
the accountant's branch of the Lands
Department have to say, because it is
pointed out that the estate was purchased
for £10,000; drainage cost £5,700, and it
is estimated that the interest extending
over 3Y2 years is £1,618 iSs. l1d., the
estimated interest for 21%2 years is
£18,502 ;surveying, advertising, etcetera
would amount to £C805 4s. lid.; these re-
presenting a total cost of £C31,719 2s. 10d.
As against this it is estimated that the
return from conditional purchases would
amount to £15,705 17s. 4d., the estimiated
return from interest is £C884 .9s. 7d., the
prices realised on sub-lots was £1,630 2s.
6id., upset price on unsold lots is £,545,
the estimated interest on the invested sur-
pins, maximum £6,740, the highest will
probahly he £5,000, grazing fees £132
Ss. 3d,, rep resenting an estimated return
of £31,448 17s. fid. I have also stated
that at the present time I have suggested
that the value of the land sun-eyed for
forestry purposes, aad that amount in-
vested wonid -be something like £2,000,
returning at the end of the, period sonic-
thing like another £2,000 or £e4,000,
should come off the total of £31,000 odd.
Therefore it is a legitimate proposition
that these people should have the value of
their land reduced to that extent. At
the present time the Surveyor General is
considering the advisability of unburden-
in.- the estate with the cost of the various
reserves within it.

Mr. Troy: What about the success or
non-succeess of the drainage

The PREMIER: The bon. member has
referred to the unsuccessful scheme of
drainage. Anyone who knew this par-

ticular property before any drain was
cut must know that in many cases, instead
of being as lie states covered with water
for nine months of the 'car it was covered
in places for 12 months, and without that
drain people would not he able to get
their swamip potatoes in. The drain was
cut originally, and the menmber for Wel-
lington will correct me if I am wrong,
miany years ago when that property was
leased by _Mr. Stevens. At that time it
was found necessary to put in a canal so
that the water might be drained if-ito the
sea. After the canal was cut the salt
water came in, and the Government have
since erected a floodgate with the objiect
of keeping salt water back, and as the
salt water recedes so the floodgates open
and the wate r on the land gets away
throughi the canal. I may say although
the estate has not p~roved the success that
was anticipated jt is not the fault of the
engineers responsible for the drainage.
The Capel river before reaching this es-
tate has no distinct channel, it simply
opens out and overflows. The engineers
constructed the channel to confine the
water within the channel and direct it to
the canal, from which it makes its way
to the sea. I do not thins any other point
was touched on by the member except his
reflection on the gentleman who was ap-
pointed, as far as I understand, inspector
in that locality. It is news to mie to
knowv that this gentleman whvo was ap-
pointed does not meet with the approval
of the settlers there. I know hie is a man
who is respected by the community' gen-
erally there, and has a thorough business
knowledge, and is quite capable of ad-
vising the Agricultural Bank in regard
to the many propositions that come along.
From the facts set forth it must be said
that no injustice has heen done to these
people ;in fact we have gone as far as
we possibly can in endeavouring to afford
them relief by going out of our way to
give this indemnity so that the AgrLicul-
tural Bank can make the advances re-
quired, and every possible effort has been
made to assist the people settled there.
Personally, if I had been subdividing the
estate I would not have cut it lip into
such smiall blocks as it is at the present
tinie.- but the land was subdivided hefore
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the Government came into office, and the
present Government have done all they
possibly could to assist the settlers iii
that locality.

-Mr. T. HAYWARD (Wellington) :I
canl claimi to have a better knowledge than
any member present of this lparticular
estate. 1 have been, walking over it every
summer for the last 30 years, and I had
such a high opinion of the estate that I
tried to ind ice thle Government to pur-
chase it. I approached Dr. Jameson
wvhen lie was in office but lie would not
purchase it. and I had serious thoughts of
getting up a syndicate to purchase it.
Some of the richest land in that district
has been proved to have some kind of
mineral in the soil that prevents any use-
ful crop from growing. [Mr. Tray: I
think it is salt.] The original salt water
camne a certain distance, but no farther.
I have been there sand have tasted the
water, and it has always been perfectly
fresh 'where this mineral must be.
The hon. member in introducing the
motion referred to some of the land
beibig under water ;I could to-mor-
row take him to land adjoining the
estate which is now perhaps two
feet under water, and which from Jan-
uaryi of next year will return £25 10s.
per acre for growving potatoes. This land
is now tinder wrater, and is more valuable
in that estate than if it were perfectly
dry, because it wvill grow potatoes at the
time of the year when the best crops and
the best prices call be obtained. With re-
gard to the drainage, as has been stated
by the Premier, it was necessary to get
rid of the fresh wvater but more important
to shut out the salt water ;that has been
done by the erection of flood-gates. With
regard to the valuations, it has been in-
sinuated that some people were fooled in
regard to them. That canl scarcely be so,
because before the land was placed on
the market, plans were prepared, every
block was numbered, and the price was
attached to the blocks, and the people
who took them up did so with their eyes
open anid knew exactly what they were
doin 'g; if they made a mistake it was
their own fault. I may say the value
was not what it should have been in some

instances. I do not think it can be
stated that there was any favouritismn in
regard to the land. As the Premier has
stated, a cutting was made about thirty
years ago through the sand hills, to allow
the wvater to escape. No channel was
made for the river, which terminated
about a mile from the sea, and spread
over this land, some of which was hardly
ever dry, even at the end of summer. At
the close of last month I visited nearly
every selection the holder of which had
applied for an extension of time for
payment, on account of the failure of the
crops; and in most cases I recommended
that the extension be granted, and I think
it was granted. There were somec of the
finest potato crops I ever saw; and in
about a week they were all destroyed,
and many wvho were depending on the
potato crop received nothing. With that
land I was much disappointed. People
who had lived all their lives in the dis-
trict were the first to take uip the land;
therefore its unsatisfactory quality could
not have been foreseen. As to the prices,
all tile selectors knew exactly wvhat they
had to pay, and there can have been no
deception. I must say the settlers have
been, particularly unfortunate in the sea-
Soils. The season does not seem very
propitious this year, and I am naf-aid
there is too much wet for that part of the
country, where the farmers depend
largely on the growth of potatoes, and
potatoes in any part of this State are a
risky crop. When I advised the Govern-
mntn to purchase the estate my idea "'as
to have it cut up in blocks each contain-
ing- a proportion of wet land with dry,
and the sections would have been much
larger than those actually made. My in-
tention was that the land should be used
for dairying, and that was almost my sole
object in persuading the Government to
make the purchase. Mly suggestion has
not been adopted, and when surveying
the land a great mistake was made in
having the blocks much too small; and
instead of the wet and dry ground being
mixed, some settlers have all wvet and
others all dry.

M tr. TROY (in reply as mover): I
thank the Premier for his promise to lay
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the papers on the table, and can assure
him I shall keep) iiiy promnise to peruse
thenm within the timec lie has mentioned.
The l1 inuer has taken exception to my
allegation that preference has been giv-en
to somec persons in that district in respect
of certain blocks. I did not say that.
I said that the allegation was miade in the
district, and I asked hiki whether it was
true. I made no allegation. I am glad
to hear there was no preference, though
it was generally understood amongst the
settlers that some old hands had received
a preference. I hope the Premier will
keep his word regarding the valuations,
for as the drainage scheme has not been
successful, it cannot be denied that the
land for which the settlers paid £12 an
acre is not worth that price to-day.

Mr. Layman: Any of them can sell
out at cost price.

Mr. TROY: One man who has spent
£800 is willing to leave to-mnorrow, if the
department will repurchase the land at
a fair valuation.

Thre Premier: What is his price?
Mr. TROY: Let the department value

the land, and lie will sell oat. As to
potato-growing, one gentleman told iue he
put in 9S bags and took nine bags off.
I do niot believe potatoes will grow on
those swanmps.

Mr. Layman: I1 have seen twelve tons
to the acre come off some swamp land.

Mr. TROY: That may be, but not close
to the sea where the ground is salt. In
tact, the Government Analyst said the
ground would not grow p)otatoes; and 1
do not know why the Government Should
send an exp~ert about the country to mis-
lead-settlers. Another expert went down
to sample the couintry, and the settlers
heard no more of him. I am riot speak-
ing altogether without knowledge of this
subject, for I was bred in a farming dis-
trict simailar to that in qutestion. I know
what heavy clearing is, and I never saw
ti-tree country that would grow potatoes.
There is some good land on the banks of
the river, good enough for afl purposes;
but on a 40, or 50, or SO-acre block a man
cannot make a living out of potatoes. If
he attempts dairying, so much of the land
is uinder water during a portion of the
year that hie cannot have grass. I think

the blocks -are too small. There is no
getting away from the fact that the set-
tiers have been decidedly humbugged.
They have not been fairly treated; and I
ami glad to learnm that they will get better
treatment iii future. The greater number
of these amen are settlers of the stamip
we can atford to cultivate. Theyv wen t
there with mokney ;they spent their
mnoney; and, as the member for Welling-
ton will admit, somie of them, particularly)
Mr. Hansen and Mr. Cross, have done
good work, have made great inmprove-
nients at the cost of mutch timie anti lab-
our; and I hope they will receive all the
encourag-ement the Government can afford.

Question put and passed.

M.OTION - RAILWAY PROJECT,
NANNINE TO MEEKATHA&RRA.

Mrk. J, B. HOLMAN (Murchison)
ioved-

That in tire opinion of this House it
would be in tire best interests of thle State,
and especialfly of tire Mining Industry on
lire Murchrison and Peat Hill Cold fllds,
if the Governmentu woulZd immediately con-
struct a railway line from Nan nine to
Meelkailarra.
He said: As I have already fully venti-
lated thuis question, in a speech reported
in Hansard for the 4th September of this
year, I do not intend to delay the House
long. However, to show that the district
is still progressing, I will quote the re-
turns from the State battery during, the
last three miootlis. I gave comnplete fig-
uire,; on the previous occasion, alitlenmore
thain a mionth ago; but it is necessary to
move the motion again, as it practically
lapsed wvhemn Parliament prorogued.
in July, Aug-ust, and September
2,03S'/', tons of stone were crushed
tnt the battery for a return of
3,017 ounces of gold to the total value of
£10,86.3. In addition, 1,560 tons of sand
have been cyanided for a return of 324
ounces to thre total value of, approximate-
ly, £1,379; or from the State battery
alone, during the past three months,
£12,243 worth of gold hans been return-
ed,. This shows that Mleekathan-a. is still
going ahead anti constantly imuproving.

[,&SSEMBLY.] Railway Project.
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The total output for the whole district
aas also increased; for in 1904 3,813
Ions were crushed for a yield of 5,737
ninees; in 1905, 4,258 tons for 7,255
ouinces; and in 1906, 12,057 tons for
L5,344 ounces. For the first eiglAt months
)f this year there have been 17,005 tons
,rushed for 13,517 ounces; or almost as
uCh1 gold won in the first eight months
)f this year as for the whole of last year.

)fcourse it will he noted that the grade
s coining down a little; but it has to be
-etneubered that until the commence-
nent of this year there has never been
wn adequate water supply in that district,
Mad that accounts for the decline. Thle
nines are now crushing stone that they
:ould not cruish under the old conditions,
vhen the battery could niot work more
han eight or ten hours a day. From
feekatharra, alone there has been won up
o dlate about a quarter of a-ililion
Founds worth of gold. Almost the whole
f that has gone into the pockets of the
Frospectorg, who are spending the money
2 opening uip the country. The Eight-
file is opening uip very well, and eon-
iins splendid reefs, some as wide as l4ft.
'rospectoi-s in that part of the country
re at present under great disadvantages
ecause they cannot procure mining tim-
er to open uip their properties. A large
uinlity of timiber is required fur a l4ft.
)dc, oregon 12 by 12, and 14, 15, or 16
set long, being used]; and oiie set of tim-
er~ alone costs £10 or £C12 when put in.

should like to see somiething done to
rex-cut these properties froni passing ouit
C the hands of those people who opened
p the district, and] being transferred to
ie foreign capitalist. It would be much
,ore advantageous to the State if the
roperties are retained by our own
enple, who, if they seeuie any returus

all, will devote the money to opening
Sother parts of the country. Even

)-w, most of the prospectors making pro-
's fromt their niines at Meekatharra
T sending out prospectors in other parts
:the State. Only a few weeks ago we

x, in the Press that two properties at
.eckatharra Were under offer for £E100,-
AO Mr-. Doolette was alleged to have
em under offer; and from what I have
!ard it was purely the independence of

the prospectors who held the properties
that prevented the option from beingc
taken advantage of. So long as they
can work their properties they do not
desire to sell. The two properties al-
leged to have been under offer were the
Mfarmont, for £60,000, and the Fenian,
for £40,00. Some time ago £30,000 was
refused for the Fen ian. One of the
owners of that property is in town to-
night, and he says, provided he can get
timber and proper facilities, lie will not
think of disposing Of the property. He
and his partners will be independent of
any foreignm capitalist, provided they are
given facilities to work the mine pro-
perly. But now, when they cannot pro-
cure timber except at almost prohibitive
prices, they are leaving 7dwt. or Sdwt.
stuff in the mnine, where it is used to fill
the stopes because Such filling is cheaper
than timber. That is a serious matter,
because they are practically wasting stuff
in order to get ouit better ore. It is ill-
advised for any owner to pick out the
eyes of his mine and leave the lower-
grade ore; but under present conditions
that is much cheaper than buying timber
to replace the ground. This gentleman
informed me that providing they could
get timnber at a reasonable price they
would timber the whole of their stopes
and crush a considerable quantity of
stuff. This is an opportunity fo r the
lovetnunent tu do somiething for the

legitimiate p10551)ctor- and so fat-, I re-
gret that not nearly enough has been
done. If the circumistainces continue for
any length of time as we find themi now,
and the prices of limber are niot reduced,
the state of affairs- will be serious. Cart-
-ge over the 25 miles fromi Nannine to
Mleekatharra costs £2 10s. per ton;
anid that mieans to the smiall owner
a prohibitive price for timber.
I do not think it is wise for me to f ar-
ther delay this niatter, because I have
gone into the quiestion fully, and I think
I have placed sufficient facts before the
House to lead any member with the in-
terest of the State at hecart to support
my motion, and have the work pushed
forward. I might add that the pop ula-
tioii at AMeekatbarra has increased rap-
idly, and no doubt in a short time it will
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farther increase rapidly, but the condi-
tions in which the men work and live
there are not at all satisfactory. This
incident wilt show the hardships the peo-
pie there have to put up with. A few
days since a muan was found dead in his
camup. There was suspicion about the
mnanner in which he met his death, but
the police could not get a doctor to hold
an inquiry before the burial. They
could get no doctor at Nannine and had
to send to Cue. The consequence was
that the mian was buried without an ex-
amnination by a doctor. That is not satis-
factory. Where there are men, women,
and children, it is right that they should
have reasonable facilities for getting
mnedical aid, and also connection with the
Outside world. There are other places of
importance besides Meekatharra and the
S-Mfile. Peak Hill and Ahhotts have to
be considered, and all the auriferous
country around Peak Hill. At present,
though the grade of the ore is low, there
are thousands of tons being crushed at
Peak H-ill, and about 200 men are emi-
ployed. Duning July, 5,000 tons were
crushed at Peak Hill, and in August
4,000 tons, with a yield of 1,516 oz. of
gold. But -nless they can get cheaper
carting facilities, Peak Hill will in all
probability have to close down. With
reason able facilities for carting stores and
provisions-, the probability is that the
Peak Hill mine can be worked at a profit
even with low-g-rade stone. It is for the
benefit of the people of that district and
of the State generally, that at the earliest
possible momnent this railway should be
constructed.

Mr. T, HT. BATH (Brown Hill): I
second the motion, and in doing so wish
to refer briefly to the necessity which ex-
ists for railway communication to such
a centre as Meekatharra. I know of no
proposition among the miniiig fields of
Western Australia which will better bear
investigaption with a view to providing
railway facilities than Meekatharra. I had
an opportunity of inspecting some of the
mines there in March, 1006, and I was
very favourably impressed with the pro-
spects of the district. Since then there
has been considerable development, and

various mines, notably the Marmont, I
Fenian, and one or two others are lo(
ing even better than they did at ti
timue. Not only have these mines
p roved in their prospects, but there.
other *properties developing well, a
where but a few years back a coinpa:
tively small handful of men found e

ployinent or were prospecting in the 6
trict, there is now a fairly large popu
tion that appears to be thriving in a m
that augu-trs well for the future. W
out the slightest doubt the informat
supplied by the member for Murchih
shows that, although the distance
tween Nannine and Meekatharra is i
very great, the cost of cartage is v4
high-I might almost say prohlibiti
When we hear in miind that the distai
is only 25 miles and that the route p
sents no great engineering difficulties
think the Government would act wisely
appointing a committee of inquiry to
port on this proposition, and I have
the slightest doubt the report of the c(
niittee would be favourable to the p
ject. I comnnend it to the earnest att
tion of the Government and hope t
such an inquiry will be instituted,
cause I believe that it will ultimal
mean that railway facilities will be r
vided for Meekatharra.

The PREMIER (Hon. N. J. Momi
The present nmotion is in effect tha
would be in the best interests of
State and especially of the mining
dustry on the Nannine and Peak I
goldields if the Government wonld
mediately construct a railway from N1
nine to Mfeekatharra. The hon. Mn
her has on more than one occasion gi
an exhaustive and lucid account of
need for giving railway comnmunical
to Mfeekatharra; and to a deputa'
which he introduced a month or
weeks ago, I lpromised that I wouldt
the earliest opportunity of having
inquiry made into the proposition a!
the advisability or otherwise of
strueting this railway. Mr. Montgom
the State i.lining Engineer, happenec
be in the Murchison district at that i
in connection with a report he
making on the proposed Mount Mag
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B~lack Range railway, and he was in-
struced by telegraph to proceed to
Aleekathat-ra and district immediately
he had made his inspection, with the ob-
ject of reporting on that district and
informing the Government as to the ad-
Visability of constructing this railway.
That report is not completed. Conse-
quently I am going to ask that some
bon. miember will later more the ad-
journment of this debate so that we
may have the opportunity of perusing-
Mr. Montgomery's report. Undoubtedly
Whe Meekatbarra district is a very
promising one. The member for Mur-
chison has alluded to the fact that dur-
ingr the last seven months the ore treated
practically exceeded the amount treated
during the whole of the 12 months of
last year, tbough, as he pointed out, the
return of gold has not been quite so
much. I believe that for seven months
Af this year 14,517 tons have yielded
11,245 ounces.

Mr. Hlmsan: For the eight mionths
17,005 tons yielded 13,517 ounces.

The PREMIER: As the bon. member
ias pointed out, one of the great diffi-
aulties in mining in this district is the
limited amount of mining timber, and
nwing to the peculiar nature of
,he ground it is absolutely essential for
!very mine in that vicinity that timber
;bould be procured. The hon. member
Farther pointed out that most of the
:imber used in timbering the various
nines has to be procured from remote
listricts, some of it from as f ar as
rhree Springs on the Mlidland Railway.
WVe can therefore understand that this
neans an addition of £3 per ton, which
,understand the hon. member said had

.0 be paid on that timber before it
a-rives at Nannine. [Mr.. Holmnan:

said £2 10s.] Consequently, mining
n that locality is naturally expensive.
rho Government have recognised the
mportanee of the district and have
rovided a water scheme on which
:10,500 has been expended, with the re-
tilt that the output of the State bat-
,ry has been practically doubled. As

told the hon. member 'when he intro-
[ueed the deputation, at present our
pending capacity is limited. 'We pro-

vided something like £100,000 for
additional railway construction on the
Juan appropriation which received par-
liamentary approval in Deeuber of
last year, but a large portion of that
sumi will he ear-marked owing to the
fact that after the approval of Parlia-
inent of that loan authorisation. the
cost of steel rails wvent uip considerably.
However, I can assure the hon. member
that I am inclined to view the project
favourably. At the same timue. before
committing myself to such a definite
proposal as the hon. member has placed
on the Notice Paper, I am desirous of
obtaining- other information. The
Leader of the Opposition suggested that
it would be advisable to appoint a com-
mittee of inqiri:y, hut I am satisfied
that if we hare the report of the State
mining engineer, and if we are able to
obtain from the railway authorities the
amount of traffic likely to take place
between Nannine and these outlying
places, and as we have had fromn the
best authority that the engineering dif-
Bculties aire practically non-existent, the
Government should he able to come to a
decision without delay as to whether it
would be advisable to make arrangements
to proceed with the construction of this
railway as soon as possible.

On motion by the Hon. F. H. .Piesse,
debate adjourned.

MIOTION-TRUST FUNDS LENT ON
PROPERTY.-

Mr F. Illingtoorth and Mr. 3'. Elliott.
Select Committee to inquire.

Mr. H. BROWN (Perth) moved-
That a Select Committee be appointed

to inquire into and report on a loan gran-
ted by the Treasury to Mr. John Elliott;
also the amounts paid to and on behalf of
3ir. F. lllingivorth by the Government in
anticipation of the proposed vote of
£1,000.
He said: Before proceeding with the
motion, I would like to ask the Treasurer
whether he will be prepared to lay on the
table all the papers referring to -Mr. Il-
lingworth in the possession of the Titles
Offie or the Supreme Courtf
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The TREASURER: If the mover will
specify what papers he wants, I will have
no objection to laying them on the table.
It is impossible for me to say that I will
lay on the table all papers of transactions
with wvhich Mr. Illingworth was connected.
I cannot take the responsibility of bring-
ing down the papers whether connected
with Alr. Illingworth or any other per-
son. The bon. member must take that re-
sponsibility. I do not quite know what
hie means by the statement "All papers
referring to Mir. Illingw~orth." But if he
will specify wvhat papers or what transac-
tions Mfr. Illingworth has been connected
with, I will have pleasure in laying those
papers on the table.

Mr. H. BROWN: I am aware my
motion is not a popular one, but having
been, opposed, as I have been through the
past session, to increased taxation,' I
strenuously oppose the approval of the
ranting of any money that has been or

is about to be voted to any member of this
House. Some time ago I mentioned this,'
and I think that if I can prove that this
gentleman, Mr. Illingworth, is not worthy
of the vote about to be paid to him,' I
am entitled to this select committee I am
asking for, to show not what Mr. Iling-
worth has done for the State, but in par-
ticular wrhat the State has done for him.
I am not attacking Mr. Illingworth in his
private capacity but only owing to his acts
as Treasurer. I think if I can show that,
during his term as Treasurer of this State,
he made at profit on a certain transaction
of over £E3,500, financed practically by
the State, I will have shown good reason
why a sum of £1,000 should not be
voted to Mr. Illingwvorth. During the last
short session I obtained a select committee
to inquire into the subsidies overpaid to
municipalities, and in the debate, notwith-
standing the fact that we heard the doc-
trine of economy preached, we found the
Minister for Works and the Minister for
Agriculture voting against that particular
committee simply because it would have
affected their own electorates. I think I
am right in taking up the course I now
intend to pursue. If this select committee
is appointed I will be able to prove by
the files that this property was, purchased

by Mr. Illingwoinh and was brought un-
der the Act by him in 1900, and declared
by him to be of the value of £2,000. Then
I will be able to prove that on the 3rd
June, 1901, Mr. Illingworth signed a
transfer of this particular property fox
£C2,600 to M1r. J. Elliott. I will also be able
to prove, I think by the utterances of Mir.
John Elliott, that lie was only acting as a
dummy for Mr.. Illingworth. Again I will
prove that an architect of this city pre-
pared those plans under instructions frow
Mr. Elliott, although they were hemng
prepared really for Mr. lllinrvorth, and
that instructions w'ere given to him thal
the cost of the building should not exec&
£2,000. I will also be able to produce thE
contractor who erected the buildings foi
about £1,800; and the books of the Cor
poration of the City of Perth will shom
that the cost wvas declared at £2,000. Witl
that information in front of Mr. Elliot
lie applied on the 10th September 1901 t(
the Under Treasurer for a loan of £4,300
The application was not in the usual forn
submitted to the Treasurer. We all knov
that the usual procedure in applying fo:
loans is that a form is supplied to th4
applicant; on that form he must fill in
description of the buildings and itoprove
nients; on the security he offers for thi
loan, and must accompany the applicatiot
wvith a cheque for two guineas, or for an:
other amount the Treasurer may deemn fli
to pay for the report of the Goverumen
valuer. The then Government value,
and I believe the present official, was Mft
W. E. Victor. We find the extraordinar,
fact that Mr. Elliott applies to the Trea
surer with a valuation, not by the arehi
tect who prepared the plans, but by an
other architect altogether in the person o
Mr. Trigg. There is nothing to show tha
the pilanls were submitted to the Treasurci
but there is merely a letter from Mi
Trigg- stating that the buildings propose,
to be erected on this particular block o
land would cost £3,000. We also have
valuation by Mr. H. T. Hardy statin:
that the land was wvorth £4,600. I 'vi
also be able to show that five feet of Iant
adjoining this particular block were sol
by Air. Illingworth just previously at th
rate of £20 per foot.
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The Minister for Mines: And some was
old at £75 a foot a few months after-
vards.

Mr. H. BROWN: There are some ano-
nalies existing in connection witb the
ransaction. Mir. Illingwnorth sold the
and for £2,500, for which price Mr.
flliott purchased it; but before the trans-
ci- was registered from Mir, Illingworth
) Mr: Elliott, and in the few short months
i-nm June to September, Mir. Elliott
olued it at £4,600; and in this valuation
e was backed uip by the surveyors re-
iort.
Mr. Foulkes: Yon say the land was sold

D Mr. Elliott for £2,500. What rate was
hat per foot?

Mir, H. BROWN: That was at the rate
f about £25 per foot. Would it not have
een more regular and more open if the
'roper procedure had been adopted and
;le valuation of the Government valuer
btained? Mr. Illingworth knew full
!ell the price he had sold the land at,
nd that it could by no possible means
ave doubled in value during the three
tonths. We find also that this transfer,
scouted on the 3rd June, 1901, was not
tgistered until the 26th September, 1901,
ot until Mr. Illingworth had approved
f the loan for £E4,300 on this particular
roperty. The only attention drawn by
ie Under Treasurer to the transaction is
hien he asks in a, minute, "Will you re-
Lure any farther valuation than that sup-
lied?9" On the face of that no notice is
iken by the Treasurer of the day, but it

simply stated that owing to Mr. Elliott
einig a man of good repute and the pro-
erty being- centrally situated he thinks
icy might lend the full amount. [Mr.
nywin: Did not Mir. Illingworth object
Pgive the full amount.] He states in a
inute-and that is where his hypocrisy
iiues in-that hie thought it was asking
ore than .50 per cent, of the value of
'e land; hut later on he said that they
3uld give the full amount. He men-
ued in the first place that the amount
as too high, but eventually be got the
ill amount approved of.
Hon. F. H, Plesse: But be cut it

)WiI.

Mr. H. BROWN: No. We see the
irreptitious manner in which this trans-

action was dealt with. There was a
minute by Air. Burnside, after the loan
was approved of, dealing with the ques-
tion, and up to this time neither the
Under Treasurer nor the Treasurer had
seen the title, because it was in the Wes-
tern Australiani Bank subject to advances.
Mr. Burnside stated in his communication,
"I observe that in this case the loan has
been agreed to and granted without any
reference to me as to Elliott's title or
position, so I presume the Government are
satisfied as to these matters." On the 13th
September the loan was approved, and on
that approval Mir. Elliott was able to
arrange with the Western Australian
Bank to finance him until the buildings
were completed. In so slovenly a manner
was the conduct of this loan carried out
that no mention was made of interest un-
til some considerable time after the loani
was approved, when the question was
raised by Mir. Elliott as to whether he
should pay 5 or 6 per cent. It was then
stated by the Treasur-er of the day (Mrx.
Illingworth) that whatever was the ruling
rate for city properties Mr. Elliott would
have to pay, whether it was 5 per cent.
or 6 per cent. The buildings were com-
pleted the 19th May, 1902, anid the money
was paid over to Mr. Elliott. Within one
short mouth the transfer of that property
was mnade to a reverend gentleman here
for the sum of £3,200 over and above the
miortgag-e. [Mr. Angwvin: That shows it
was 'valuiable.] I am quite certain that
none would be more against a transaction
of this kind than the present Treasurer,
and I think that where a Treasurer of
the day can use the Stare--and I an quite
prepared to prove that MNr. Elliott was
only a dunmny for Mr. Illingworth during
the whole of this transaction, and I think
he will admit it-to undertake a transac-
tion of this kind it is a matter for very
close inquiry. The land was absolutely
valued at £2,500 and the building- cost less
than £2,000, making- a total of £4,500.
Air. Illingworth sold the property in May
and the transfer was made for £2,500.
[The Attorney General: Is that the
value'?] It was declared in Januiary a t
£E2,000 by Mr. flliu worth. We will hear
a denial by Mir. Elliott, who will admit, I
believe, that he was the dummy. The land
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was valued at £2,000 and the buildings
were worth £2,000, while the sum of
£4,300 was obtained from the Savings
Hank, or over £300 above the total value
of the land and buildings. Then the equity
was sold for £3,200, giving a profit of
£3,500 in 12 monthis on a transaction
which "'as financed by the Government at
the expense of the State. It all very well
for people to-day to say that the State
got the money back again, but assumi-
ing the State had -gone back would the
Governmnit have got their money back
We have to look to the value of securi-
ties at the present day. I instanced some
time ago a security which was mortgaged
to tile Savings Bank for £1,000 and the
equity was sold for £280. Of another pro-
perty valued at £1,000 the equity was sold
for £200, and another property "'as put
uip to auction by the mortgagee and did
not realise the price of the mortgage; it
was withdrawvn from sale, the mortgage to
the Savings Bank not being realised. It is
not whether the State lost money or not
by the transaction, it is whether it was a
transaction which the Treasurer of the
day shobld have carried out to benefit
himself.

The Treasurer: Was, the futll value
£2,500?

Mur. H. BROWN: If it was not the futll
value Mr. Illingworth wvould have made a
false declaration. I should say it was
the full value because hie sold it for
P£2,500, which is shown by the transfer in
the Land Titles Office, and he was the re-
gstered prioprietor of the land when Mr.

John Elliott ap~plied for the loan. The
transfer was not registered until 10 dlays
after the loan was approved of by
Cabinet.

Mr. Hloran: Are we to understand M3r.
Illinworth had no money of his owrn and
that hie took public funds to finance him-
self ?

iMr. H-. BROWN: Exactly.
Mlr. Bolton: On land valued at £2,300

and oI wvhichi there was no building,
£C3500 wvas loaned ?

Mr. H. BROWN: The mnone 'y was only
adv anced when the buildings were erected,
hut the buildings instead of costing £3.500.
aceordioc' to the architect's certificates,
cost £1.SOO. Under these circumstances

I think the vote on the Estimates shoulb
not be paid. If the select committee 1:
appointed it will be shown that thi
£E1,000, the greater proportion of which
believe has been paid, iiot to Mr. iling
worth at all, hut to persons wvho have ad
vanced mioney to Mr. Illingworth, am
also I believe to a great extent for thi
purpose of registering documents for thi
particuilar gentleman, the work being don,
by the Attoiney General or in his office
therefore I say this inquiry can only do
good, and if the report is laid befor
mnembers of the House before they an
asked to vote the money it may have ai
inflnence, and we may have a discussiot
on the melits and demerits of the case
I think my suggestion should have bee,
carried out in the first place. Those who,
symipathised with that unfortunate gentle
itia n, for charity begins at borne, shoulb
have giv-en the money and not foisted
on the State, it would have been fa
better. We know that every electorate i:
asking for grants for various purposes
and the answer invariably is that we hay,
no money at all. In five years I havy
only asked for one paltry £C250, and tha
wvas to aid the friendly societies dispen
sai'y, and I was informed that no fund:
were available even for that purpose. -

mlay inform the residents of Perth tha
is all 1. have asked for during my term o:
representation.

Mr. Taylor: That is nothing, I havi
been refused for years.

Mr'. H. BROWN: Under these circum
stances and wvith these facts, wvhich I an
certain I shall be quite able to prove, thi
select committee I have asked' for shouli
be granted.

The PREMIER (Hon. NI J. Moore)
The Government are prepared to afforn
every facility' in regard to inquiring into
this matter which has been mentioned b'
the member for Perth. The motiot
should reallyv be divided into two sec
tions; the first relates to a matter whici
took place sonic six years ago, while thi
latter portion refers to something tha
has taken place quite recently: The in
formation. so far as the Government an
concerned, as to what took place six yean
ago as to the advance made by Mr. Ilhing



Government Trust PAnda [16 OCTOBER, 1907.] letoPrpty 21

worth as Treasurer, is absointely -new,
and I shall be glad if the member for
Perth will give nie sonic idea when he
first obtained this information.

M1fr. If, B ron :vi A bout a fortnight
ago.

The PREMIER: That is rather con-
tradictory to what the member said the
other evening, when he stated that that
was the reason when the meeting was held
that hie opposed the suggestion that
£1,000 should be placed on the Estimates
in recognition of the services given to the
State by Mr. Illingworth.

Mr. TT Brown : I apologise if that
was conveyed. It was iiot my intention
to convey such an idea.

The PREM[ER: The lion. member re-
peated that statement twice, and later on
in the Press lie stated it was his iten-
lion to have let the matter drop had not
rhe Treasurer referred to it. I niaintan
if hie considered it was wrong, there
would be no necessity for him to let the.
Batter drop.

Mr. TI. Brown: As a matter of ex-
alanation, after the Treasurer challenged
ne that I could not prove the allegations
Idid not intend to allow the niatter to

Imop then.
The PREMIER: The Treasurer will

inve an op)portunity of dealing with this
natter later on. I would like to say in
naking a statement of this kind it is
iecessary the member should definitely
itate what would be the scope of his
hbarges; more especially lie has to bear
n mind that the man the accusations are
'rought against is not here to defend
disclf, therefore I consider in appoint-
nig anl inquiry of this kind it is abso-
otely essential whoever is selected should
ie absolutely free from political mnfl-
nice, and it is the desire of the Govern-
tient. that a Judge of the Supreme Court
hall be appointed to mnake the investi-
ations into the statements that have been
iiade. I would like also to make some
tatement as to what took place at the
teeting, although it was not my inten-
ion to refer to that mnatter at all, but as
lie question has been miade public pro-
'erty it is due not only to members of theo
louse who 'were not there, but to the
Mblic generally, to know what actually

did take place, As a mnatter of fact it
was common property to a good many
members of the House that the then
Chairman of Committees wvas failing in
health to a great extent, and] it was inti-
niated to iue by one or two members that
there wvas every possibility, if Mr. tIlling-
worth could nlot be relieved of his duties,
that death would result. In coinsidering
the question I1 thought it was not a party
inatter, not a. matter for thle Government
of the day, but a question that very well
could be considered by all sections of the
House. As a result a meeting was called,
and some 41 mnembers were present. at
that meeting. I was the speaker who
brought the matnter on, and if there
is any responsibility as to the suggestion
of a gratulity or compassionate 'granit to
be given to Mr. Illingworth at the mueet-
ing, that responsibility is on mne. I do not
wish the member for Perth to saddle it on
any other miembers tif the Ministry, be-
cause the matter was brought before niy
notice and I1 discussed it with one or two
of my colleagues and other promiinent
memibers of the House, and I brought the
matter uip at the lnieting-. In speaking at
the meeting I indicated the object in view
and] also referred to the fact that Mr.
Illingwoith bad been a member of
Parliament since 1894, anid dluring
that time be had served in various capa-
cities, as a private memuber, as a member
of a Government, as Chainnali of Corn-
nrittees, and] for somie time as Leader of
the Opposition. For sunie years before
payment of members was introduced, he
served his country as a member of Par-
liamient without fee or reward, and I con-
sidered it was only a g-raceful act on tile
part of the State if we recognised the
services he had rendered. When we knew
he was in sore financial straits and when
lie was vecry feeble in health, we should
reeOiNlise lisa services by somue monetary
grant. As a inetter of fact I suggested
a smialler sum than that ag-reed to, but
it was the unanimous wishl of all ncmi-
hers present, with the exception of the
mnember for Perth, that £1,000 should be
placed on the Estimates. Several nmci-
hers spoke in regard to the matter, and
as a result of the unanimous expression
of that mneeting I agreed that £1,000
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would be placed on the Estimuates, and
that an opportunity would then be given,
if necessary, to debate the question. As
thle result of that promise muembers will
notice there is a sumu on the Estimates
providing for the grant. Looking at it
fromn a political point of view, the Gov-
ernment have been accused that they have
to somie extent been rewarding a man
who had been associated with them poli-
tically; bitt I think members will recog-
nise that if we were playing the game of
polities in regard to this matter, it
would really have been to the in-
terests of the Governiment to see that Mrt.
Illingworth obtained leave rather than
that hie should resigni, inasmuch as they
laid themselves open to lose a scat. But
we did not look at it from that point of
view, Here was a man who, if hie was
not relieved of the dutties of offie, would
have absolutely been in his grave. As
a. matter of fact he is in a private asylum
in thie Eastern States. and there does not
seemi to be any possible chance of his re-
covery.

M1r. Coller: It has been stated that
you loaned the mtoney to him before the
meceting- was held.

The PREMIER : That is an absolute
lie.

,1r, Collier : It has been reported so.
Mr. Holmuan :. Look at what I got

done to, for saying that the other night.
The PREMIER : I say it is absolutely

incorrect, In regard to this matter I
would like farther to point out, a ques-
tion was asked during last session by the
mnember for Claremont, if it was not a
faet that a certain aniount had been ad-
vaniced to Mr. Illingwortli ; and I stated
in reply-I think the question was to
the effect that--

M1r. Foulkes : That ito farther advance
wvould be paid over before the discussion
On the Estimates took place.

The PREM1IER : And I gave the mem-
her that undertaking. As a matter of
fact the Treasurer has paid over £400
to Mr. Illingworthi, for which hie has re-
ceived his receipt ; that is as far as
the Government are concerned in the
roatter. The amount was paid to Mr.
Illinzwnorth. I believe cetain amiounts
wvere disbursed where there wvere

pressing liabilities, and the balance
I understand was taken by his wife
to defray the expenses in connec-
tion with their passages to the East.

Mr. H. Brown: What is the balance?
The PRE1AHER : The sum of £400

has been paid. As I say, the Govera-
ment had no knowledge of the matter
that has been brought before the House,.
and I am not prepared now to go into
the merits or demerits of the loan trans-
action, except to say that I have glanced
through the file, and from what I can
gather nothing in it shows any improper
dealing by Mr. Illingworth. Bnt in the
interest of 'Mr. Illingworth himself it is
advisable to have the matter cleared up.
If on investigation he is found guilty of
a dishonourable action, I shall be sorrr
indeed. At the same time, we wish an
investigation as to the amrounts paid to
and on behalf of Mr. Illingwvorth by the
Government.

Mr. Taylor : What inquiry is neces-
sary into that q

The PREMIER : An inquiry is needed
because the lion. mnember (Mr. Brown)
deliberately stated that the money would
go back into the pockets of Ministers;
and I say that is an absolutely incorrect
statement. I should be pleased to say-
something stronger, if I were outside.
The exact words used by the hion. mem-
ber were, "Those moneys wvill go back
to the members of the Ministry, if the-
House passes the vote?' He farther says,
11I challenge you to disprove that mioneys
from this House will go back to members
of the MTinistry." That is the point I
wish to have investigated. It will not be,
a question of my disproving the state-
meat : it will be for the lion. member
to prove that money will pass into the'
pockets of Ministers. The lion, member
has withdrawn his recent statement of'
the reason 'why hie opposed the proposed'
grant to Mr. Illingwvorth, but I will draw
his attention to the fact that lie repeated'
the statement on one or two occasions-
that he opposed time rant because he
knew something with regard to Mr. Il-
lingivorth, that Mr. Illingmvnrth had got
more out of the State than the State had'
got from him, and that the State did not
owe him anything. As I have previously-
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said, it is the intention of the Govern-
mnent to appoint a Judge to inquire into
the matter ; and as to what occurred at
the mneeting of memubers held prir to the
agreement being made that a certain sum
should he placed on the Estimates as a
gratuity to Mr. flhingworth on his retir-
ing from public life, members present
this evening can bear out m-y statement.

Mr. Taylor : Are you opposing the
select committee ?

The Premier :There is no necessity
for it.

Mr. T. H. BATH (Brown Hill) : As
to the subject matter of the motion I
should like to say I cordially endorse the
action proposed to he taken by the
Premnier, that is his appointing somne
person outside Parliament, a person in
whomi we hare confidence, to investigate
the full details of the transaction and the
statements made by the muember fur
Perth. I presume such a course will
mneet with the approval of that memibe~r.
It is certainly very serious that statements
of this kind should be muade in referienc
to a. gentleman who for some time held
the position of Colonial Treasurer of this
State, and who prior to that had been
long connected with the political life of
'Western Australia. Mly only regret is
that the mnatter was not ventilated sooner,
that it was not ventilated in those days
when the gentleman whose actions are
questioned by the motion was in better
henalth than he now enjoys, and would
have been in a better position to answer
any accusations made against him. I
should like also, in justice to the Premier,
to endorse his version of what took place
on the proposal. to recognise Mr. Iling-
-worth's services by making him a comn-
passionate allowance. I cannot say now
how many members were present, but I
know very few were absent on that occa-
Sion.

The Treasurer : There were 42 mem-
bers present.

Mr. BATH: The Premier brought the
matter before the members assembled,
and hie is quite correct in saying that the
decision arrived at met with the unani-
mnous approval, except from the member
for Perth. So far as my memory serves

me the reasons then advanced against it
by the member for Perth had no possible
connection with the subject-matter of 'this
mnotion ; because, when the matter was
mentioned here the other evening by the
hon. member, in the no-confidence de-
bate, that was absolutely the first hint
I ever received of such a charge pending
against our er-Chasirman of Committees
and sometime Colonial Treasurer. The
reason advanced by the member for
Perth, at the meeting of members, was
that the financial position of the State
would not justify Parliament in paying
such a compassionate allowance, and that
when new taxation was proposed and
economies were to be effected he did not
consider it right for any such proposal
to emanate either from the Government
or from memabers as a whole. Those
are, if my memory serves -me, the facts,
concerning that meeting. I do not wvish
to debate the question farther, for we
shall probably have an opportunity, on
the Estimates, of discussing the question
of the giant. I endorse the proposal of
the Premier that some p~rson outside of
Parliament should be appointed to in-
vestigate the matter, and I hope the in-
quiry will be instituted without loss of
time.

31r. J, B. HOLJMAN (Murchison) : I
do not intend to speak on the merits of
the motion, for I am sorry that any such
matter should be brought forward at all.
I do nut mean that if such a thing has
happened it should not be fully exposed
hut I much regret that any such sus-
picion concerning a public man should
see the light of day. In my opinion,
public men, more than any others, should
be above suspicion ; and I ain only too
pleased when they do the work of their
country, and do it honestly. When the
Premier spoke at the meeting of rni-
hems held upstairs, I followed him, and
supported the grant to Mr. Illingworth.
I should have done it in any' zircuni-
stances, knowing the work he did for the
State. When Mr. Illingworth first entered
public life in this State, he came to the
Murehison, over thirteen years ago. I
had been in the Murehison some twelve
mionths before he arrived there, and on
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my first trip from that part of the State
I met him driving from Geraldton to
N'sannine. Knowing that he had spent
hundreds of pounds out of his own
pocket on behalf of the people of
Western Australia, I said at the meeting
that I should be one of the first to sup-
port a proposal to give him some little
assistance when he met trouble in his old
age. I strongly supported the motion to
give him a grant, and knowing him as I
do, I cannot think he would be guilty of
any dishonourable action. I hope a full
inquiry will he made into the matter,
now it has come forward ; and I hope
for the sake of the good rnme of the
public men of this State that he will be
found entirely innocent when the matter
is threshed out. I was one of the
strongest political opponents whom Mr.
Illingworth ever met ; in fact, I am
credited with having been a great factor
in causing him to lose his seat for the
Murchison. That was purely a political
matter. I might oppdse any mnan poli-
tically, without injuring him in his pri-
vate capacity. ~I trust that when the
matter is finally threshed out we shall
find that the public mien of Western Auis-
tralia are not so bad as many people try
to make them out.

Air. W. C. ANOWIN (East Fre-
matlte) : I should hare said nothing
on this motion if the mover had been
quite correct in his statements. The evi-
dence that lie intends to rely on, so far
as I can gather by looking through the
files tabled yesterday by the Treasureris
entirely outside the scope of the Gov-
ernment departments. The departmental
papers, so far as I can s~ee, are fair,
square, and above-board. Dealing with
the application for a loan, the mnember
for Perth refenred to the fact that the
usual fornis were not used. But the ap-
plication was not a usual application.
The Under Treasurer said it was not
usual for the Savings Bank to lend
money on land, and to advance by in-
stalients onl buildings to he erected-
therefore the usual fonm would not be
made use of, the auplication being un-
usual. But we find that the Under
Treasurer. Mr. Eliot, a mian for whom I

believe every member in the House has
all possible respect, recommended that
the sum ,of £2,500 should be lent on the
land alone, and that instalments should
be advanced in sums of £500 as the build-
ing proceeded. This is the point I wish
to make. The member for Perth has
tried his utOst to make us believe that
Mr.% llingwvorth, when Colonial Treas-
urer, lent to Air, John Elliott £4,300;
but we find that Mr. Illingworth did not
comply with the recommendations of
the Under Treasurer, but reduced
the loan by £500 ; and Mir. 1hung-
worth mninutes that he thinks £72,000
is quite sufficient to lend on the land be-
fore the buildings are erected. The
member for Perth stated that the land
was sold to Mr. John Elliott for £2,500,
that buildings were erected within a few
weeks, and that in a few muore weeks the
equity of the property was sold for
£3,20 0, or that the value of the build-
ing and the land was £7,700. But ac-
cording to the papers, the laud and the
building were valued at £E7,600 ; con-
sequently the statement of the member
for Perth bears out the figUres appear-
ing in the papers tabled last night. One
would think that if Mr. Illingworth,
when Treasurer, was working for- him.-
self, hie would naturally try to get the
money at as low a rate of interest as
possible ; but when Mr. John Etlliott ap-
plied to have the interest fixed at five
per cent., Mr. Illingwiorth refused.

Air. H. Brown :The money was not
procurable for less than six per cent.

Mr. ANOWIN :It appears to me, if
Mr. Illingu'oith had had to pay the in-
terest himself, hie would have secured the
lower rate, and would not have refused
the termis applied for by Mr. John
Elliott. who, according to the member
for Perth, was Air. Illingwnrtli's dummy.
And we find that next day the Under
Treasurer notified Mr. John Elliott that
6 per cent. would have to be paid as in-
terest on capital. 'Now, with regard to
the matter of the buildings. there is a
certificate fromn the outside architect that
buildings w'ere to be erected at a cost
of £E3,000. This was fromn one supposed
to he a reputable architect, and wais laid
before the Government officers ;and
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after the buildings were constructed
there was another certificate to the effect
they had been constructed and that the
work had been carried out in accordance
with the plans and specifications. Con-
sequently, front the files on the table
there is nothing whatever to guide any
Ministry in comning to any decision other
than that everything has been done fairly
and squarely so far as the Government
officers were concerned. It has been
stated, or insinuated, that before they
recommended this grant of £1,000 to Mr.
Illingworth, Ministers were aware that
these transactions were not favourable.
At any rate, that is the impression with
many people, that this information wvas
kept back. Well, I took thle opportunity
of going through the files to-day ; and
if I could have found anything on which
to condemin the Ministry I think I would
have done so ; but I could not find any-
thin,, Froni start to finish there is
nothing on which any person could con-
demn Mr. Illiugworth or the officers of
the Treasury for having done anything
that was not satisfactory to the Gor-
emninent or the pat-ties concerned. I
agree with the Premier that wre should
appoint an independent person to in-
vestigate this mnatter. I think it will give
greater satisfaction and be better for
all concerned if it is shown that no per-
son who has any bias in this matter has
taken part in the investigation.

3r. J. E WING (Collie) :I rise to
express my pleasure at the action taken
by the Premier in deciding to grant this
inquiry onl the lines be has suggested;
but it has conic to me as a matter of
surprise, perhaps in my ignorance, that
money was advanced in this way by the
Government Savings Banik. I was not
under thle impression that prtivate in-
dividuals could borrow money from this
institution ; but I know better now. I
would probably not be paying such a
high rate of interest as I do if I could
have borrowed fromt the Savings Bank
at 6 per cent. I also desire to draw at-
tention to the fact that this transaction
from a commiercial standpoint is an
absolutely' good one. The only question
is whether Mr. John Elliott was a dummy

for Mr. flhingworth or not. That has
not been proved, and until it has been
proved it is not right to condemn Mr.
Illingworth in the matter. I have been
connected with public life for many
years in this State, and during that time
I bare known Mr. Ilfiogworthi and can
vouch for the good work he has done in
this Assembly and for the fact that he
is a man of the utmost integrity; and I
hope that before this inquiry is over such
will be proved to be the case. Before sit-
ting down I would like to remove the imn-
pression from the mnember for Perth that
Mr. Hardy, who valued this property-
[Air. H. Brown : I never mentioned
him2.] It was stated that the land was
transferred to Mr. Elliott at £25 a foot,
and that a'short time afterwards, when
IMr. Elliott wanted to get £C4,500 ad-
vanced, the land was valued by 'Mr.
Hardy at £50 a foot ; and I took it that
the inference was that Mr. Hardy had
valued this land a good deal higher than
it should have been. Now, during the
last few days it has come to my notice
that land in this locality was at that time
valued at about £70 a foot. [Thae
Minister for Mines .Two months after-
wards.] It was actually sold at £E75 a
foot a few weeks afterwards. So it can-
not be said that Mr. Hardy's valuation
was high, or that it was not a good trans-
action so far as the bank was concerned.
I mainly rose to give the itember for
Perth the opportunity of saying that in
his opinion Mr. Hardy's valuation was
really a good one ; but I hope the out-
come of this investigation will be to re-
move from the Legislature of this State
the imputation that has been cast upon
it.

Mr. G. TAYLOR (Mt. Margaret)I
have no desire to enter on the merits or
demerits of this loan or the grant spoken
of in the latter part of the motion. I
agree with the Premier when hie states
that it is necessary this matter should be
investigated ; but it strikes me that the
procedure likely to be adopted by a
Supreme Court Judge in investigating the
matter will be very different from the pro-
cedutre that would he adopted by a select
committee. I think the legal gentlemen
in the Chamber will bear me out that the

lent 014 Property. 215



216 Government Trust Funds [ASSEM1BLY.]

Supreme Court Judge will he appointed
a Royal Commissioner, and in that case
the onus of proving certain charges will
rest on the member for Perth. I am
afraid that if it he left to a Supreme
,Court Judge be will take it that he is
there to investigate the charges against
the Government or against MUr. huing-
worth, that certain charges contained in
the speeches of the member for Perth wvill
be read and will have to be proved; and
the member for Perth may have difficulty
in getting his evidence unless the Govern-
mient place at his disposal the Treasury
officers and the officers of the Crown Law
Department and all those connected with
this transaction of 190-1. In all prob-
ability mnany officers connected with it
had left the service and left the State. I1
hope that before the member for Perth
agrees to the suggestion m~ade by the
Premier it will at least be-made clear to
the hon. member what form this investi-
gation by a Supreme Coui-t Judge will
take, and what facilities the Government
are prepared to offer the hion. member
to help to probe this matter. It is not
a matter of the mnember for Perth prov-
ing the charges ; it is a matter of the
member for Perth, by a way of a corn-
tuittee or some other investigation, prov-
ing- that there was something done
'by the then Treasurer, 31r. hllingwvorth,
wliich in the opinion of the member for
Perth "-as not an action of a man hold-
ing office under the Crown.

The Attorney General :Is: that not the
charge ?

MrP. TAYLOR :Yes.
The Attorney General :Then the bon.

miemiber must prove it.
Mr. TAYLOR :But that is a most

dlifficult task where the Government have
the power' to prevent the bon. member
getting the whole of his evidence. [The
Minister for Works : What about Mr.
Elliott ?] I have no desire to say any-
thing concerning what Mr. Elliott or any-
one else has done. It merely struick me
as to the position in which the member
for Perth was likely to be placed if he
accepts the suggestion thrown out by the
Premier. [J11r. Bath :There shouil be
an invectiu ntion.] I agree that there
should be an investigation ; but I want

lent on Property.

it to be made in such a manner that
,when the result is rep orted to the House
we shall be satisfied, and the member for
Perth will be satisfied, that he had every
facility and every opportunity offered to
him by the Government to get his evi-
dence in every portion of the Govern-
ment departments.

Mr. Angwvin : Did not the Premnier
say hie would give the hion. miember every
facility ?

Mr. TAYLO I have listened to what
the lion, gentleman said with just as
much interest as any member in this
Chamber, because I have interested my-
self as much as any other member with
reference to the state of Mr. Illiigworth's
health and his financial position before
hie was compelled by ill health to leave
this House. I have interested myself wore
than any other member I believe? and I
am prepared to say that I take my share
of the responsibility ; I am not going
back on that 1.but this is not the place
for me to make any speech or any state-
mnent with reference to that matter.
There is an iteni on the Estimates that
will be open for discussion, and on that
itemn and that item alone are members
entitled to give their view.s as to whether
they will pass the vote or not. How-
ever, I do not wish to shirk anything;
I wish to say that having taken that part
with the feeling I had for the unfortu-
nate position of Mr. Illingxvorth, mem-
ber for WYest Perth at that time, since
this miatter has been brought tip by the
mnember for Perth I would like to see it
threshed out and the result Of the inves-
tigation placed before the Rouse before
we deal with the item on the Estimates,
because I feel it will help the Houise;
but I sincerely hope that, whatever be the
nature of the investigation, every facility
will be given the member for Perth by
the Government to help to clear the
matter up without there being any doubt
about it ; and I hope that the late nmem-
ber for West Perth will comne out of it
as I expect he will from may knowledge
of him inside and outside polities. With
that object in view I want the member
for Perth to hare his position clearly
deflned with reference to the investi~fa-
tio1 by a Supreme Court Judge. We
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have 11ad men of high positions, melt
-who members say could not have the
finger of scorn pointed at them, yet we
found their decisions questioned in this
House.

Mr. Bolfon - That is because of the
instructions they received; that is the
main thing.

31r. TAYLOR: I hope that none of our
Supreme Genii Judges will take instruc-
tions from any Ministers.

31r. Bolton : But their inquiries are
limited in range.

Mr. TAYLOR: I hope that when
appointed to inquire into a matter of
this kind they will probe it to fthe bottom.
I hope that the duties of a Supremie
Court Judge do not depend upon instrue-
[ions received fromn the Governmnent.
There is a possibility of the member for
Perth not having that opportunity of
bringing forward the evidence to probe
this matter to the bottomn, and to have it
lecided finally and in a m-anner that will
be recognis ed not only by this Parliament
but also by the people of Western Ans-
t[ala.

Mr. J. C. G. FOtULKES (Clare-
nont) -: I have listened to what the mciii-
er for 'Mt. Margaret haes said with re-

,ard to the manner in which the inquiry
;hould be hield, and when I heard the
Premier state that hie proposed to ap-
joint a member of tihe Suprenie Court
icuch to mnake inquiries into the matter,
t occurred to mue immediately to consider
rvhat would be the termns of the reference
.0 be made to that Judge. 1 hope the
)overnmcnt will give every opportuiuty
o the member for Perth to consider what
he termis of the reference should hie,
eause a Judge, when hie sits to make

nquiries, is strictly limited by the terms
if his instructions. He will not be per-
nitted, however anxious both sides may
we that the Judge shall make a farther
nvestigation outside the terms of the
eference, to do so. Unfortunately for
nyself I was not present when the mneet-
ng of members of the Assembly was
Aed to consider this question. It was
ield very suddenly, as I believe the
*xizencies of the situation required that
Idecision should be arrived at. -Un-

ortunately seie other members like my-

self received no0 notice that the mieeting-
would be held, therefore, I do nor know
definitely what took Place at that Meet-
ing. When 1 lheal-d, however, that cer-
tain mnenbers, of Ptarliament, nutblering
sanme 40 or 41 members of. this House-
I believe no niemberes of the other Chain-
her were present or were invited to
attend-had decided that a certain stuni
should be given to Mr. Illingworth. And
that as one Minister had infornmedl me,
they had paid a certain proportion of
the atount to that gentleman, I thought
it right to get a pledge front the Govern-
ment that they would not pay any SoUMS
above the £4110 advanced until a full
opportunity had been given to the House
and to those members who were absent
from the mueeting- to discuss the matter
fully. The Treasurer gave mne that timi-
dertaking, and Of course I knew that it
w-ouild be carried out. I have the terms
of the tuotion which we are now discus-
sing before me, and by it the member
for Perth moves for a select committee
to inquire into and report upon a loan

grute by the Treasurer to Mr. J.
Elliott. The motion then does Onl to say
that inquiry should also be made as to the
atmotunt paid to and on behalf of M-Nr.
F. Illingwvorth by the Government. in
anticipation of the proposed vote of
£1,000. The ternis of that motion wvere
prepared by the member for Perth, inure
for the purpose of htaving this question
discussed in the Noose by members pre-
sent, than with a view of having it dis-
cussed by a Supretne Court Judge.
Every iueinber knows well that it isi not
paiticularly necessary to have the termns
of a motion mientioned very accurately
because, if any mnistake is made, it is
quite easy to amend the motion and the
error can he set right; but when the
teruts of a reference aire submitted to a
Supreme Court Judge, or to any' person
who has to maeke inquiries, there is, no
opportunity given to either party, or to
any party -whose Conduct is to be comn-
sidered, to have the termis of the refer-
ence amiended. I agree with the uneomber
for Mount Margaret that the Member for
Perth should be fully warned to-nieht
of the position he stands in if hie elects
to have a decision on the terms of this
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motion. The first portion of this motion
is fairly clear, hut not so the second
portion. The latter states that the select
commuittee should inquire as to the
amount paid to and on behalf of Mr.
F. Tllingwor,01th by the Government in
anticipation of the proposed vote of
£1,000. If these terms are referred to
a Supreme Court Judge he will have
no difficulty iii replying to that question,
for any arbitrator or judge would very
scan decide the point. All he would say
would he that the amount paid was
£400, and that would he an end of it.
It would he an injustice to Mr. Illing-
worth, if the whole question were not
inquired into. It is well-known, and the
member for Perth has stated it, that the
Crown Law Department prepared vani-
ous transfers on behalf of Mr. Iling-
worth.

The Attorney General: When 9
Mr. FOLLKES: About six weeks ago,

before Mr. Illingworth left. Thle de-
partment then did certain lawv work f or
hiln.

The Atiorneg General : Not to mny
knowledge.

Mr. FOULKES : The Minister can
correct ine if I an wrong. We will not
say' transfers, but at all events other legal
documents were prepared] by the depart-
nment onl behialf of 11r. Illingworth.

The Attorney General: I licow nothing
about it.

Mfr. FOL'LES: The hon. miemnber for
Perth stated the other night that the
Crown Law Department had done a con-
siderable amount of law work inl connec-
tion with various transactions entered
into by Mr. Illingworthi, and that it was
put throughi the Titles Office.

The Premier: le said a lot of things
the otliet night lie did not say just now.

Mr. FOULKES: I go by the various
statements made by the hon. member, awl
I quite agree with the member for
'Mount Margaret as to thle necessity for
very carefully defining what shall he tile
term;Is of the reference to be submnitted
to the arbitrator. It would not he fair
either to 'Mr. Illingwrorth or to the memn-
ber for Perth if the terms of the refer-
ence s:hould be of such a vague character
ais not to be sufficient to clear up the

whole matter. I have no doubt that the
Attorney General, as a member of the
Ministry, will prepare the terms.

The Attorney General . If a person
muakes charges, hie prepares them.

Mr. Bo lton: A commissioner is not able
to alter any of the charges or to make
inquiries apart from the references.

The Attorney General: The charges
are already formulated.

Mr. FOULKES: I went to know, and
I dare say the member for Perth will
want to know, the definite terms of the,
char~ges.

The Premier: They are the charges
made by the mnember for Perth the other
evening.

Mr. H. BROWN (in explanation). As
to the charges, I have had the assurance.
of the Attorney General that no member
of the -Ministry lies made any advance to
Mr. Illingworth. I am prepared to take
that assurance, and to apologise for
having made the remark, but even that
will not affect the motion as it stands on-
the Notice Paper.

The Premier : That will be inquired
into later.

Mr. FOULKES : We want to know
what tile matter is that this Commuis-
sioner will have to inquire into. The
Attorney General may say that all the
Commnissioner has to inquire into are the
two matters, set out: in the notice of
motion. The Premier says the Coannmis-
sioner m-ill have to inquire fully iiito the
charges mnade inl thle speech of the mciii-
her for Perth the other night. Mr.
Brown tmny seek to extend these charges.
[111r. Ration: Hie will not be allowed.] I
take it that whlen hie spoke the other
evening, mnaking certain charges against
various individuals,. not only against Mr.
Ilhingwvorth, hut also agrainst M'inisters,
he dlid -tnt think it necessary to mention
all the charges, or allegaitions, hie wished
to nmake against any individual.- I think,
therefore, that a full opportunlity should
be given to hin, to prepare a list of the
chia-rges-Ir will not say charges, but a
list of thle various matters which he con-
siders should he die subject of an in-
quiry,.

Illr. i-i. Brown: They are embodied in
the notice on the paper.
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Mr. FOULKES: They are not em-
bodied in the notice, for it is of such a
vague character that no one could inquire
into it. As a matter of fairness to 'Mr.
Illingworthj and also to the member for
Perth, a full opportunity shouild be given
to the latter, before the appointment of
a commissioner, to say what are the %ark-
one matters he wishes an inquiry to be
made into, and the te-rms of the reference
should first he submitted to him for his
approval. If that is not done, it will
mean that we will have a report thatwtill
not be satisfactory either to Mr. iling-
worth or to any member of this Chamber.
It is idle to deny the fact that the-re are
mnany people, I am one myself, wYho re-
gret very much that there has been a
necessity to make a pecuniary grant
amounting to £E1,000 to any member of
Parliament. I believe it is not a good
precedent to adopt. There are many
wnmbers who would bo quite prepared
at all times to receive advances, whether
in the form of a loan or gratuity. I look
upon it As an extremely dangerous pre-
cedent to establish. There arc very few
eases in the history of British Parlia-
ments where gratuities of this kind have
been given. The mnember for TYilgarn
reminds me that wre are not discussing
that point, and I am sorry I -.-ntered on
that aspect of the ease.- All that I wish
to do is to see that a full and complete
inquiry is made, and that both sides shall
be satisfied that a complete inquiry% has
been made into the case; that the miem-
ber for Perth shall be satisfied that he
has no cause for complaint and that the
whole mnatter is dealt with.

Thto Premier: Reference was made to
Mr. Elliott.

Mr. FOLES : The member for
Perth stated that Mr. Elliott informed
me that hie had no interest in the matter.
I know this 'Mr. Elliott-I should he glad
if the memnber for North Fremantle
would not interrupt me, because I notice
the Treasurer is listening with the great-
est care and attent ion to what I am say-
ing. and I know the reason of his anxiety.

The Treasufrer: Why?
The, Premier: We want to knowv why

this muan kelot quiet for six y'ears. until
Mr. lllingworth "-as outside the State.

Mr. FOULKES : I know nothing
about it.

The Treasurer , It is reported that
John Elliott telephoned to your house in
connection with this matter.

Mr. FOU'LKES:- Telephoned what?7
27te Treasurer: About this matter.
Mr. FOLULKES: MTr. John Elliott in-

formed mae that he -would be exceedingly
glad if a full opportunity were given to
him to explain any action on his part in
connection -with his matter. I am sure
the Treasurer would be one of the first
persons who would sympathise with arty-
one who is anixious to have an] inquiry
miade into any action of his.

The Treasurer: I want to know what
information he gave you.

Mr. FOUIES [IG have already in-
formed the Treasurer that Mr. Elliott
told me he was exceedingly anxious to
have an opportunity of explaining his
whole Position and any action of his in
connection with this matter.

The Attorne:, General: Is that all?
Mr. FOULKES: The Ministry will

havec an opportunity of attending that
inquiry-] take it all the Ministers will
be present, and they will have every op-
portunity of listening to any evidence
elicited at the inquiry.

The Premier: Crown prosecutors?
Mr. FOULKES: Perhaps I mnisunder-

stood the Premier;, I may be wrong. I
do not know whether I am right in as-
sumning that the Crown Prosecutor will
be acting in the matter. If so, I hope
that every opportunity will be given to
the memnber for Perth of being repre-
sented by counsel.

M1r. J. A. S. STUART (Leonora) : No
doubt somec investigation is necessary, and
nat~irally one would stand up in defence
of arm absent man, especially under the
pathetic circumstances in which the ex-
Colonial Treasurer, thme late member for
WSest Perth, is going out of political life.
Personally I have listened to this dis-
fuSionk withont a knowledge of what is
underlying it all. I am satisfied that this
is not the place where rash statements
sh; ould he made and then withdrawn,
where a man's character can he maligned
and where his repautation of years can
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be bliwn away at a breath. Neither is it
a place where such statements as bave
fallen from the member for Perth can
he miade and disregarded. I may say I
entered the House about the time that
Mr. Illingworth was leaving it and I have
no knowledge of the man, but it savours
of brutality in discussing matters
as We are doing here, knowing
that be is lying, if our inform a-
tion is corect, at the point of
death iii the Eastern States. It is neces-
sary that this matter should be probed
to the bottom. I understand that the
statement was made the other night by
the nmember for Perth that if this amount
under discussion were passed through the
Estimates it would go hack to the Minlis-
ters of the House.

Thme Premier: That is the point.
Mr. STUART:- That is about as serio us

a statement as can he made.

11r. II. Seamevn: On a point of order.
I hare been informed by the Attorney
General that no member of the Ministry
had advanced one halfpenny to Mr.
Illingwvorth, and that statement I with-
draw and apologise for making- the state-
ment.

[The Attorney General rose to speak.]
Mr. DEPUTY SPEARER: Does

the hon. imenber rise to order?
The Attoarney General: I presumed that

I would be allowed to make an explana-

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: The memi-
ber for Perth rose on a point of order on
the member for Leonora's remarks. I
desire to say that when a muember witli-
draws a statement it is impossible to
aillow aits other miember to farther dis-
cuss that statement. When a statemient, is
absolutely withdrawn it canl no longer be
dealt wvith inl a discuss.ioni in the House,

Mr. STUART: I was not aware that
the member for Perth had withdrawn it.
I accept that and I hare iio intention
of referring to it farther. It is not a
matter now whether the security that was
given for the loan was or was not valid.
The statemient I think that should be
gone into now is as to other namnes mien-
tioned. M1r. Elliott's name was men-

tioned. Mr. Elliott is not known to me.
but a statement was made in the House
that he rang up a member of the House
and said that lie was only a dummy for
.Mr. Illing-worth. If those statements are
to be made and allowed to go out of the
House anid no notice taken of th~m, I do
not know whrfere we shall land ourse~res.
I am tnt here long enough to stand up
for the dignity of the House, but I do
itot care for these statements to be made
and to go unchallenged, and I think
without taking sides one way or the other
the point now arrived at is this: The
meniher for Perth desires a committee
and a suggestion. has been niade from
the Ministerial bench that a Judge of
the Suprenie Court shall be appointed-
My knowledge of Supreme Court Judges
is this. They would go very nich on
law points, and in all probability shut
out fromn tie investigationm something-
which is not in their way of thinking-
admissible in evidence. That would.
p lace tlhe niember for Perth in an unfor-
tunate position. I do not know whether
a select commnittee wvould be better; all I
know is that I am in favour of seeing
rhe matter probed to the bottom. In
relation to the meeting held I say that
at that time time aniount seemed rather
large, but I was new to the House practi-
cally speaking *anl I "'as not going to
he one to butt ily hlead against a stone
wall, in the shape of 40 neumbers of
the House, who knew the gentleman to
whonm reference has been made, who had
sat here with honouir and distinction
politicall y. I regret the member for
Perth was the only one who took ex-
ception at the time-. but I would remiind
members that there have been other mem-
hers ill the past -who have fallen Onl evil
times, perhaps harder timies than 'Mr.
Illing-worth, and they have ended their
daysi in the Old McNlii's Depot; amid other
members have done as ninch perhaps or
striven as hard for the advancement of
thme State as Mr. Illingworth, and they
have not had the same anmount of recog-
nition as is outlined for him here. But
between the dutty of doing justice to one
who has been a member of the House
for years and who is not here to speak
for himself and doing justiee to the

lent on Property.



Governmnent Trusgt Fiuds [16 OCTOBER, 1907.1 ln t rpry 2

funds of this countr. 1. do not think the
position a hard one. I hope thle investi-
gation will be wade and the member for
Perth, wvho has had the courage of eN-
pressing his convictions here to the
House, I suppose -will get a fair deal,
and I hope hie will not acept the sulzges-
lion fromn the Treasuriy bench for a
Judge of the Supreme Court to hold thle
inquiry. Bitt I hope lie will get a fair-
deal, if a Judge is appointed, a11d that
every vestige of evidence which a Judge
will reckon admiissible or not will he
brought in so that the mnatter can be
probed to the bottom.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL:. I
should like to make it perfectly clear in
reg-ard to the withdrawal by tile mlember
for Perth of that portion of his proposed
inquiry dealing with the amount paid to
and oni behalf of Mr. lllingwvorth by the
Goverinent ill anticipation of thle pro-
posed vote of £1,000, and of the charge
[Dade by him, speaking the other night,
I think last Thursday, that if that inoney
was voted it would go back into the
pockets of Ministers, that 1 pointed out
to the memher that inasmnuch as lie
aippa rently froni what hie had said had
not a scintilla of evidence, or proof, or
suggestion, that any single portion of the
money would go into the pockets of any
Ministern, and as I knew personally of
no Minister who had lent a single penny
to 31r. Ilhingworth inl anticipation of the
vote, that he should confine his charge to
what he could adduce some evidence
on. It is a matter of extreme regret that
when a member becomes possessed of
what I may describe as sensational infor-
iuation. that hie does not exercise extreme
caution before he becomes the vehicle for
disseminating it, and if it falls to his
duty to disseminate any portion of it,
lie should provide himself with facts to
bring- foirward in supp)ort of his conten-
lion. I do not mean to cleat with the
iients of this matter at all, because it
seemns to be thle unanimious wkish oif thle
House that it should he inquired into
and it would he extremely wrong oii the
pit of any mnember to attempt to antici-
pate that inquiry. I amn surprised at the
remarks of the inemiber for lit. M1arg. et

when lie dissents from the proposition of
the Premier to entrust the inquiry to a
Supremile Court Ju~dge.

Mr. Taylor: I gave my reasons.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I anm

cilitc aware thle inember ga'e his reasons.
and [ would point out to himi those rea-
soii-, do0 not stand good when inquired
into. Thle reason the Premier sugge sted
that thle inutir ' should he by a Supreme
Court Judge wvas that it should be carried
throuh by somie person entirely renioved
from the political arena, in Which
opinions have been formned favourably
or unfavourably, both to the man who
made the accusation and the man against
whom it was directed. Anid that
view of thle ease was supported by the
Leader of the Opposition, and i feel
sure on calmn consideration it -will com-
mend itself to every metuber (if the
House. The objection taken is this, that
because the inquiry is made by a learned
Judge it will be inl some form restricted
by points of law.

Xr. Taylor: It always is.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I can

assure thle mnember of this: there is not
a dLLnce-if there be one on the bench-
who could mistake the issue in this case
for an issue that would be construed, or
could possibly be construed, into a point
of law. Where does the point of law
a-rse !

Mr. Hudson: That depends onl how
the commission is drawn.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: How
can any point of law arise when the
whole accusation is that 1%fT. Illingworth '
when Treasurer, authorised the advane
of moneys to a man named Elliott, who
was his dummiy? Even a layman can see
at once that no question of law can pos-
siblyv be fastened onl tint.

_1r. HudSioI : It depends on what is in
the four corners of the commission.

Mr. Horan:Dfoes the Judge investigate
it imnself, or throw the responsibility on
the member for Perth?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
-Judge sits and listens to the evidence.

31r. Both1: That is the point.
The ATTORNEY GENE!RAL: The

Judge will not be a detective. I would
ask members to approach the question
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with some reason. Here is a charge
brought against a man who is absent by
a man who is present, and has at his
command all the evidence that can be
adduced in the case. Because the official
files, if not on the table of the House,
can he moved for. There is no intention
on the part of the Treasurer that any
file should be missing; but if by chance
or through ignorance of the matter he
has not produced all the files, they will be
at once produced by him. He has al-
ready tabled all the files that are tinder
his own control; and if the member for
Perth wishes any other file to be pro-
duced, he has only to give notice. Now
a Supreme Court Judge or other Royal
Commissioner can issue a summons,
directing the person summoned to brim
any documents named in that summons.
The member for Perth will merely have
to say, " Give me a sunmnons directed to
the Registrar of Titles' Office, or to any
other Government office having the cus-
tody of a neces5sary document, and direct-
ingr a certain officer to bring the docu-
nments specified by me." I (10 not think
it possible to obtain in any way a fairer
hearing for any man, than to allow him
to produce all the evidence which he says
exists, on his deposing that it does exist.

Mr-. Horan: Suppose the evidence is
not documentary.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Then
it must he oral; and lie can summon the
witness, who w~ilt be gUilty of contempt
if hie does not attend and give evidence.
It is impossible in these circumnstances
for any man who knowvs his facts, who
knows where evidence exists, and who
w-ishes to produce that evidence, not to
have an opportunity of doing so if he
takes the proper~ steps for -giving effect
to hi, intent. Let me point out what
would he the issues, and the only issues,
whichi would he left to a lea?'ned Judge
or to any other person~f appointed as a
Royal (Nuniissioiwr. The first would
be, whether a certain 31r. Elliott applied
to thc (7overnment Savinfigs Bank on the
10th Septembher. 1901. for a loan of
£C4,600 on the security of portion of
Perth town lit N G . 14 and the build-
ingls proposed to be erected thereon.

That has been stated by the hon. member
(Mr.% H. Brown) and is clearly one of th(
issues. 2, Whether at the time of rnakint
the application Mr. Elliott was acting as
agent or representative of M.r. Ilting
worth, the then Treasurer, 3, Whethei
at the time Mr, Illingworth was the rea
owner of the said land. 4, Whether th(
loan was granted, and if so, to whaq
amount. 5, 'Whether 'Mr. Illingwortl
was beneficiallyv interested in such loan
6, Whether the valuation submitted or
the occasion of such application was ex.
cessive.

Mr. 1-- Brown : I did not inentior
that.

The ATTOR'NEY GENE\RAL: Sure13
tlinqt must be one of the matters for in.
qmiry.

Mri H. BROWN (in explanation) : Ir
the whole of my remarks I never mien.
tioned the word excessive. I hare pointk
out that the valuation was made by
gentleman not connected with the Gov.
erment valuer. The valuations wer(
taken by two outsiders and not super.
vised by the Government valuer; and or
the Executive file where the Govern meni
valuer's signature should he, it is crossek
out and the name of other valuers substi-
tuted. The Government never exercieC
any supervision over the valuation.

The ATTORNEY GEKNERAL: Th(
member for East Fremantle (Mr. Aug-
win) interupted the member for PertY
,when he was speaking, and pu.t to hinr
very fairly the question, -what was th(
value of the land at the tiame the loar
was granted 7-not what was the price ol
the land when Mr. Ihingworth purchaserl
it or when Mr. Elliott purchased it. Be.
cause, although the hon. member now says
that the official, valuer's name was eraserl
after being inserted, yet if the applies.
tioii w'as muade to the G1overnment Savings
Bank, and w;as supported by a valuatior
lptt InI by a. swon valuer, although h(
was not the official appointed sleiall.
for thme pupoe and if the bank werc
satisfied with that valuation, the- appli-
cant would not be calledl on to inur tbc
expense of any farther valuiation.
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Mr. H1. Brown :You show any other
instance in which the official valuation
was waived.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am
informed that is the practice; and it
appears to me so absolutely necessary
from a business point of view, that one
would be surprised if any other course
was followed. If the application was
sound and the valuation was miade by a
sworn valuer, and showed that the sum
applied for was wve[[ inside the figure of
the valu ation, and there wvas 110 reason to
suppose the valuation was in any way
excessive. surely the department wvould
not put the applicant to the additional
expense of another valuation.

Mr. Taylor: The department does, and
charges a fee of two guineas iii every case
for a valuation by its own valuer.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Of
course the hion. member knows I have
not had experience as a borrower or as
a lender from the Savings Bank.

31r. Taylor: Well. I have. I am
speakig- friom experience.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I sub-
mnit that in this case there must un-
doubtedly be taken to be an innuendo that
the valuation placed onl the land by Mr.
Hardy was far above its real value. We
have been told that £2,500 was the value
of the land, £1,800 the value of the build-
ing , and that the loan was £300 in excess
of the actual value of the property. Is
it not only fair, if we are to have an
inquiry, that it should not be so confined
that portion of the matter brought before
the House, and reflecting oit the character
of people outside, should be taken from
within the scope of the inquiry, and that
such people should be allowed no oppor-
tunity of showing that any reflection on
them is not justified? I certainly would
not be a party to the inquiry unless it
allowed every person whose name has
been drag-ged into it, and who has had
some blamie thrown on his shoulders, anl
opportunity of clearing himself from
that blame. Therefore I submit that anl
issue would be, wvhether the valuation
maide on the occasion of such application,
and submitted for the purpose of sup-
porting the application, was excessive or
not. And lastly, there would be the

general question whether Mr. Illingworth
was guilty of dishonourable conduct in
any part of the transaction. These, it
seems to ale, would be the issues left to
a Supreme Court Judge for deterinina-
tion, his aniswers to be forwvarded in due
course to this House. It would be for
the man who makes the charge to informa
the Judge's associate of what evidence lie
wished to call. if it wvas documentary
evidence, he would get summonses to the
parties in possession of the documents;
if oral evidence, he would get summonses,
to the persons who were to give it; and
he would then of course be bound to
prove his charges before the Commis-
sioner.

M1r. Hudson: Within the strict limita-
tions of the Commission.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Within
the limitation imposed by himself.
Surely, no one in common charity would
suggest that a Commlission of a roving
character should be appointed to flirn
dirt it the Character of a man now lying-
onl his death-bed.

Mr. Hudson: There is a wide difference
between " strict " and "roving."

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There
is a wide difference between strict and
roving ; and the difference is that anl
inquiry which is definite is anl inquiry
that leads to justice; an inquiry which is
not definite is anl inquiry which may lead
to justice, but which may just as easily
lead to grave injustice. I have no hesi-
tation iii saying that wye Should he just,
we shuld even be generous. to a mian
who is not here to defend himself; and
we should certainly say, if a charge is
to be made against that nian, let it be a
definite charge; do not let it be something
that is nebulous, so that you cannot say
hlow far it goes or howv serious it is.

Mr. Taylor: I do not think the charge
is wholly against Mr. Illiugworth.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: What
farther charge is there 3

Air Taylor: Ministers seem to be much
exercised in their minds as to some state-
menits wvith reference to monetary
matters.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Let
us have anything the lion. member has in
his mind.
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M1r. Gordon : No mnore dirty insinua-
tions.

Mr. TAYLOR (in explanation) : I ain
called upon to explain by the Attorney
General. I have not made dirty isitina-
tiens. I do not take the member for
Canning (Mr. Gordon) Seriously. 1
treat him with that respect which I
think is his due. I do not wish, either,
to be sarcastic. The Premier pointed
out that the member for Perth said cer-
tain things about moneys bcing returned
to Ministers. The lion. member withdrew
that statement, and consequently it should
not be farther dealt with. But the At-
torney General was pointing out that
charges were laid against anl absent per-
son, Mr. Illingworth. I said, "Perhaps
the charges were not wholly laid against
31x. lllingworth ;" and all the speeches
from the very commencement of the de-
bate have implicated other people.

Mr, Gordon: How implicated?

Mr. TAYLOR: The mnenmber for Cla re-
mnont (Mr. Foulkes) was hiedging and]
fencing with questions put by the Treas-
urer. Does the hon. member iliter~jecting
think one is blind and deaf? The ineni-
her for Claremont was hedging and
fencing, and would not give the statement
which the Treasurer knew hie could have
given.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Al-
though I have listened carefully to the
explanation by way of interruption made
by the hon. member, I fail to gather how
hie has indicated that the member for
Perth wishes to proceed onl anything
except the specific matter of a charge
against Mr. Illingworth. IS not that
correct I

Mr. H. Brown: I wvili answer it pre-
selntly.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL. Surely
the hon. mneiber is open enough to Jet
us know the matter which lie is specifi-
cally asking the accused to answer.

Mr. Bath: What we all want is a
thorough investigation. It is no use
quibbling about it. There is too much
legal quibbling in the House.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: T re-
grTet that any element of reservation
should be introduced into the charges.

31r. Birth : We do not want any reser-
vation.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There
seems to be something kept back in mem-
ben' mninds; something they do not wish
to produce to the House. If there is
anything which will justify a debate of
this character it is our being candid.
We are dealing with the character of a
man who xvas for years before the public
as anl honoured man and as a politician
deserving of public confidence; and
Surely, if we are worthy of discussing
the matter in any spirit that becomes
the dignity Of this House, we should at
least be candid. I regret that the lion.
mnember does lnt perceive to the full
extent the duity oif candour. He says
there is something else behind. For my
part., . hope the House will entrust the
task of inquiry to a Suipremie Court
-Judge, because i feel sure that no matter
how carefully we selected a committee
of this House, no matter how much
trouble we took to pick the best inen
available, we could not avoid picking-
mcen who have had this mnatter in thleir
minds, and have formed some opinion
iboot it.

Mr. 11. Brown: I do not think that
is a fair statement. It is a reflection on
thd House.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It is
not a reflection onl the House; it is only
a statement that the House is h~iunan
that members being Persons who have
had this matter before them, have thought
about it. have heard different verins
of it, and have unquestionably formned iln
their own mninds one conclusion or other,
either Against or inl fax-our Of the M~an
-whose reputation is at stake.

Mr. Tarylor: It will he favourable to
the gentleman.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: If
that be so, is it not unfair to the man
xvho is bringing the charge against him ?

31r. H. Brown: I am prepared to take
that risk.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
lion. memiber is hound to say that. What
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else could he say? But I prefer, and I
feel sure that onl calmn consideration other
members of the House also will prefer,
thait this investigation should be made by
somew person entirely removed from the
jiolitteal a re nin. TIIC suggestioin, when
first mnade by the Premier, appeared to
ine to be endorsed by every part of the
-House. I do not know why there is now
any 'jnqalification of that endorsement.
A' ';lily par I Wish to see this inv'estig 'a-

tioncariedoutwitoutits being, open
afterwards for anyone to say that the
finding was dictated other than by the
absolute evidence and the absolute justice
of thle case.

The TREASURER (Hfoo. Frank
Wilson) : I wish ito exlplain that the rea-
sonl why I interjected 'when thle miemnber
for Claremont was speaking and asked
him what communication reached him
fronm this person Elliott, who, I under-
stand, is thie informer in conniection with
tis case, was. that 1 am under the im-
pression that it has always been the
customn, at auny rate during thle 10 or 11
years that I have been connected with the
Parliament- of this country. for lion1.
mnemlbers in making charges anti moving
for select commitees or royval eurnnissiuris
to take the House fully into their conli-
denee. As a rule nmermbers tell ail theyv
know about a ease ; then thle House, on
the information pitt before it. decides,
whether there is justification for an in-
(luir IY. That was my only object. Now
the reason that I knew something about
it wvas., first of all,' that the member for
Perth inl his speech on Thursday evening
had Anted that Mr. Foulkes knew all
about the case, and secondly. because onl
Sunday morning in the Sunaday Times
there was a direct statement that Mr.
Elliott h.ad rung up Mr. Foulkes at his
house.

Mr. H. Brown : I said that in the
House the other evening. I said Mr.
Elliott was a dumnmy for Mr. Illingworth.

Ti r Minister for Works: Ts: that where
thle charge originated 'I

The TREASURER : I sin not finding
fault with the member for Perth. I ami
simply saying where I got mny informa-
tion. I saw no record in flansard of thle

hon. mnembier's statement ; but I took it
from thle Sunday Times, and from the
statement of thle lion. maember that I have
just quoted . that Mr. Foulkes would he
able to tell the House all about it. I
wvished, as has been the invariable customn
so far as I know iii this Parliament, to
-yet from lhon. members all they knew in
reference to this matter ; and I regret
that the lion. member seemied to he dis-
inc lined to let uts know what mnessage Mfr.
Elliott conveyved to him.

MANr. }FOUL~KES: Because I considered
the timue had not arrived for givinlg you
that informeation. Thle timre will arrive
when the Royal Commission or the select
committee is appointed.

The Attorney General : Is there any-
thing secret about it 9

Mr. FOULKES : Not at all, but this
is not the time to inquire into it.

Thre Treasurer : That is contraryv to
the Lisual custom, so far as my parlia-
entan- experience goes.

Mr. FPOULKES : But the Premier had
announced that a Royaql Commission was
to be appointed.

Tire Treasurer : I have explained why
I interjected. Surely that ought to be
sufficient to get the iniformation, if pos-
sible1 which thie lion. member refuses: to
give us.

Ali. FOULKES : Not at all ;I do
not refuse to give thle information.

Thre TREASURER :. 1et mne say at
once thant when the member for Perth
spoke onl Thursday night last late in the
evening, and the made the statement re-
ported in Ilansard in reference to this
alleged misconduct on the part of Mr.
Illingworth, 1. together-. r suppose. with
all1 other members who were in the Chain-
ber, felt very de~eply grieved and pained
at thle statement. I had, in view of the
motion which has now been moved being
on the Notice Paper. called for the file
in connection with the advance to one
John Elliott, and that morning I had
gone through the file. It is here to-day
and has since been laid on thle table. The
memaber for Perth not only qluoted details
and information contained in the file but
also wenct beyond it and gave certaini in-
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formation, or at any rate made certain
charges which I knew were not contained
on the file, and had evidently been ob-
tained elsewhere. Thereupon I inter-
jected and asked the lion, member if he
was perfectly certain of his statements,
and the lion, member said that he wvas
perfectly certain and could swear to it.
In reply to my interjection, "But does
the file contain these matters you refer
to ?"-the hon. member perhaps does not
renimeihe-he stated that the file clearly
showed what lie said then ; not only
what is shown on the file now, hut also
other allegations, that land had been
transferred by Air. Illingworth to Mr.
Elliott, and other matters, that Mr. Elliott
was a dummy, and that Mr. Foulkes
knew all about it. The hon. member
spoke of matters not contained in the
file. That was my sole objection-these
matters were not contained in the file in
my possessioni at the Treasury ; and
when the newspaper reporters came to
me in connection with this matter, I gave
them what was published in the daily
Press, a synopsis of the file, and ex-
pressed my regret that such charges had
been levelled, more especially at the
present time wvhen all one's sympathy
went out towards Mr. Illingworth in his
great distress and trouble and in his, as
we thought and still think, fatal illness.
I said it seemed passing strange to me
and a cruel thing that this informer, who-
ever lie be-Elliott I believe is his name
-should have kept his mouth closed for
six long years if he knew that Air. Iling-
worth was gunilty of malpractice of this
description, and that after Mr. Illing-
worth had left the State, after we all had
assisted him to leave the State by the
resolution passed at the meeting referred
to by the Premier and others, this infor-
mer should come along and make a charge
when Mr. Ilhingworth* was unable to
answer it. Unfortunately, owing to the
interviews that took place with the mem-
ber for Perth and others subsequently, I
have been charged through the Press with
being wishful to "hide uip the slimy tracks
of a discreditable and dishonourable
transaction." I want to disclaim such a
thing. I think it is hateful that these
charges should be made against any Mini-

ster or member of the House. I have no
cause to hide tip any tracks of dishonour-
able transactions ; neither has any mem-
ber of this Government. We want the
fullest inquiry, and I regret that the
member for Perth should have taken any
statement of mnine. wvhich is open. clear
and plain, to infer that I was going to
challenge his allegations, or to accept the
responsibility of denying a charge which
lie thought it was his duty to make against
one unable to defend himself. What I
gave to the Press, and members w11l have
seen it, was a very' brief statement, to
wvhich the hon. member took exception.
Unfortunately, perhaps the headlines to
the paragraph, convey, ed to the bon. niem-
ber that I had said there was no justifica-
tioi for the chairge. The words I used
were quite clear and distinct, and easily
to he understood by the simplest readers
of newspapers. The words were, "The
papers of this transaction, which occur-
red six years a go, show no justification
for the charge made by M Ar. Brown, and
I intend to lay them on the table on Tues-
dayv next." That w"as construed into a
challenge so far as the charges were con-
cerned, and "'as taken by the Press to
mean that I threatened to put the papers
on the table of the House and challenged
the lhon. memiber to prove his allegation.

Mr. H. Brown ;I challenge you to
put all the papers in the possession of
the Government ona the table of the
House.

The TREASURER :I have said I
will put any papers the Government
possess on the table, either in this or any
other transaction the hon. member desires
to refer to.

Mr. IL Brown :Put the Titles file on
the table to-11orrow, then.

The TREASURER :I will put the
whole Titles Office on the table, if you
want it. I asked for the fullest in-
quiry, not in my own interest, but in the
interest of Mr. Illingwvorth. The only
knowledge I have of this transaction is
contained in the papers that belofig to
the Treasury.

Mr. H. Brown :Put on the table the
papers from the Lands Titles Office.
These Treasury papers refer to other
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transactions. I challenge you to do what
I ask ;I dare you to do it.

The TREASURER :I dare do any-
thing. Evidently the hon. member has
something, more that lie wants to be venti-
lated. Let us get all his charges. If he
wishes to clean uip the stable, and if he
wants to do his duty-I believe lie does-
let uts have all the charges, so that the
inquiry -hall be as futll as possible ; I
want the fullest inquiry. It is regret-
table in the extreme that a member who
deems it to be his duty to make serious
charges against an es-Minister and an
ex-mnimer of this House, should onlybe
goaded on to do his duty because I hap-
pen to make a statement that the papers
in jut- possession show no justification
for th charges. Is it not his duty to go
on in any case?

Mr. H. Brown : Give mec a select comn-
mittee.

The TREASURER : Yes, or a Royal
Comimission- anything so that a full in-
quiry can be amde. The charges are
most serious, as they involve the honour
of a luau who has held high positions in
this country. They should not be with-
drawn or be allowed to drop. I do not
w'ant to labour the question, but to clear
up this matter so that there may be no
nmisuniderstanding. It is not the duty of
a Minister, immediately on accepting
offiee, to devote his time to inquiring into
the past transactions of his predecessors.
or to endeavour to unearth something per-
haps not very clear, or to cast blame on
those who have filled the position before
him. The rule in all parliamentar-y pro-
cedure, I venture to state, not only in the
old country but in the Eastern States, is
that Ministers on taking office shall accept
the transactions of their predecessors ia
all good faith ;unless, as in this instance,
charges of corruption are brought for-
ward. Let me state at once that the
Government-and members realise it-
have no connection whatever with this
transaction. which took place six years
ago. They have no wish, nor have they
shown the slightest evidence that they
wish, to bark in the slightest any inquiry
this House thinks necessary in the cir-
cuinstances. The remarks made by the
hon. member wvith regard to the vaha-

tion can carry no weight, for it is in the
knowledge of members that the Minister
in charge of the administration of the
Savings Bank funds, the Treasurer for
the time being, has the right to accept
any valuation under the Act which he
thinks to be sufficient. I admit that the
custom has been, and it has been my
custom in nearly all cases, to call upon
those who wvish, to borrow m~oney from
the Savings Bank to furnish a val-
nation made by the Government valuer;
but there are instances where this rule
has not been followed. I have departed
from that rule on occasions myself, and
especially when I have been considering
the advisability of advancing money on
np-country properties. I have in such
eases accepted the valuation of a local
valuer rather than put the client to the
expense of calling the Government valuer
fromt Perth to make the valuation. I
believe I did that in a Northam case a
few months ago. It is optional for the
Treasurer of the day to do what he
thinks fit. He has to be satisfied of the
value of the property in question. As
to Mr. Hardy's v'aluation being taken in
preference to that of the Government
valuer, T attach no weight to that cir-
ctiistance.

Air. Taylor : Is it not the customn for
the Government valuer to make the valua-
tion whben the property is wvithin the city
boundaries ?

The TREASURER : The Government
v-aluer makes the values in the city.

Mr. Hudson : All institutions have
their own valuers.

The TREASURER : In certain eases
the general rule might be departed from
for special reasons. I want, in conclu-
sion, simply to state again that, so far as
the Treasury papers disclose, the trans-
action was perfectly clean ; they also
disclose that the security 'vwas good.
I am quite prepared 'to say' that I will
accept Mr. Hardy's valuation to-morrow
as readily as that of the member for
Perth himself, or of the Governiment
valuer, for I do not believe Mr. Hardy
would put in a wrong valuation.

Mr. H. Brown : No one said that he
Would do so.
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The TREASURIER : When [ askedi
the hon. member whether hie considered
that £E2AAIO wfsl ie full value. lie said
that Mr. Hardy gave a valuation within
-A month orl two of that time of £4,600.
It :ippears from that statement that the
holl. miemlber did nlot think _Mr. Hardy's
valumatiomn wvas o gennine o111.

Mr. 1. Rro irn :It was high. At that
time I ecould buy land myself near His
Majesty 's hlotel for about £25 a foot.

'Flet TREASULRER : I cannot refute
that fi-cm myv own experience, as I did
not buy loud in that locality but I
should say that generally thle valuation
givtn by Mr. Rardty was not very far
out. Ait alt events, that is myv judgment
in (lie matter. Be that as it may. it does
not concern the question we are coni-
sidering but what does concern the
matier, and( thle Government. is that now
wve are having- anl inquiry wve should have
the investigation made by one wrho is
absolutel.'y clear of political. bias, if I
may* use thle terni-I hope it is unneces-
sai'v-abscolutely clear of political influ-
ence or atmosphere, in order that the
whole inatter inay- he probed to the
bottom. We do not want to have any-
thing that will cause the slightest dis-
honour to this Chamber or any member
of it. With the hon. mienmber we are at
one inl that desire. Again. I may be
pardonerd for expressing mny regret, my
extreme regret, under the very painful
circumstances, that this manl should have
given certain information, and that he
should have thought it right and proper
to keep his iiouth closed for six years
and wait until the man attacked had left
the State.

Mir. Collier : He has condemned him-
self by his action if it is true.

Thie TREASURER : Who has 7
Mr. Collier : 'Mr. Elliott.
Mr. Foulkces : This matter was only

brought op a fortnight ago.
The TREASURER : We none of us

knew anything about it at the meeting.
I venture to say no one in the Chamber
had the slightest idea of a charge of this
description when we met together in the
billiard room to discuss hlow we could
best assist 'Mr. Illingworth in his sad
trouhle. The member for Peith gave
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streflhin~s oppiositioin to it and ho ijjedi-
ate] v afterwards-

M1r. 11. Proian 1 gave it then from
mly dlealings with thle gentleman. 1 do so
now with farther information.

The TREASU7RER : I think that is
piling on the agony. If the nieniler had
knowledge then, lie should have riveni it
to thle mleeting.

jMr. lfudson : Is not the question now
as to whether wve are to have a Royal
Commission or a select committee

The TREA SURER : I want to di~ceuss
the matter without interruption from the
hon. nieniber. In regard to the meeting
and the action that the member ttouk on
that occasion, the Premnier clearly kaid
the position open to members. He stated
-I remember his wvords distinctly-that
there were £C300 odd of urgent debts of
Mr. Illingwvorth's that should be paid be-
fore lie would be permaitted to leave the
State, and the doctor's evidence wvent to
show that the pressure was so 'great that
there was the possibility, if lie did not
leave wvithin two or three weeks, and un-
less lie was relieved of his financial trouble
and per-mitted to go away to Victoria, as
it was M1rs. Illing-worth's; intention- -

Mr. Foulkes : Was any information
given to the meeting of his finanicial
trouble q1

Thle TREASURER : Of course there
was. I am telling the member that there
Were certain urgent liabilities. 'We dis-
cussed whether -an annuity would be
better or whether he should be granted
leave of absence. I think that was men-
tioned.

Mr,. 'ludson : I rise to a point of
order, Is the member in order in dis--
cussing what took place then, when we
are confined to the question of the ap-
pointment oif a select committee for a
Particular Purpose?

The TREASURER: Before you rule,
let me point out this motion includes a
charge as to thle amount paid by the
Government in anticipation of the pro-
posed vote of £1,000.

Sir, Hludson : Permit me to point out
that during the Course of the evening
that part of the matter has been with-
drawn.
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The TREASURER : It has not.
Mr. H~udson : I understood it had.

The member withdrew that portion as to
MNinisters' connection with it.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Trea-
surer is quite in order and merely tread-
ing in the same course that other members
have been allowed to do. As a mnatter
of fact, all those who have spoken on
the saume subject as the rfreasu.er has
been dealing with in the immnediate past.
-were quite in order in their remarks.

rTe TREASURER: The hton. memiber
f(Mr. 11. Brown) has said lie has trot

-withdr-awn that. portion of his initinin.
and] I azpplaud his deterniinatioti to let
it res-t where it is. I want that Portion
Of his charge cleared uip.

Mr. 11. Brown : I repeat again, I have
withdrawn the charge, if it is taken as a
charge, that members of the Ministry-
have advanced money to Mr. Illing-woithi.
What I want a select committee for is
as to what amount has been paid up to
the present date.

The TREASURER : I was not aware
the member had withdrawn that portion.

Mfr. Taylor : Hfe has done so twice.
The TREASURER : I know it states

here distinctly what is to be inquired into,
but T accept thle statement that the mern-
her has withdrawn that. I tell him thle
amnount which has been advanced by the
Treasury in anticipation of this vote is
£400, as explained by the Premier when
speaking. During the last session of
Parliament members wrill remember that
the member for Claremotnt put sundry
questions fromn his place in the House,
and they were replied to by the Premier
during my illness-my absence fromn the
Rouse-and he then stated that certain
sumis of money had been advanced to
Mr. lilingworth. Let me explain how
the mioney was advanced, so that the
House will know the whole matter. The
£40 was advanced by the LUnder Trea-
surer on myv authority. The money was
drawn, anid in order that there should be
no maisteke and, no possibility of Mr.
Illingworth being prevented from leaving
the State, I asked--

.ltr. H:. Brown : Was it paid to his
credilora -1

Tite TREASURER : tCertainl v . lint
,what have I to do with his crelit"Is ? I
asked the Under Treasurer to act the
-part of at friend to M.Ar. I it-w erth. atid
see that the urgenit liabilities which the
Premier referred to at thle Iteetinw, were
cleared, so that hte would hie allowed to
leav-e the State_, and thaf tile balance
should he handed to _Mrs, llliriorth.
That -was carried out. On the written or-
diers of Mr.. Illingwvortli. the sumi of 0c31o
(Out of the R400 was paid Ii, dlisclarge,
urgent liabilities, and -_'7 was handed to
Mrs. lllinitWorth in order to take ler
husband to Victoria and thereby l'ssihly

sav his life. Is there an-ti, rn
in that transaction ? r's there anything
to hide

Mr. Tayolor : Quite in accordance with
the Premier's statement at the nteeting.

Tite TRASU-REIR : A certaitn s1u
of money was handed to tite ac(iruhltant
of the Crown Law D epartmnt - 11o

cheqjues being drawnt-handed Fry Mr.
Eliot, the 'Under Treasurer, to the ac-
counitant of thre Crown Law IDepartmrent
to see that certain transfers of land were
registered. rh.at is the sumn total of the
transactions as far as the Treasury is
concerned; and I hope miemubers are satis-
fied that the Government have not the
slightest intention to hurk inquiry in this
or any other matter that mray be brought
up by members. We ask for the fullest
inquiry; hut we' also ask that the in-
q~uiry should take the form of an inde-
pendent inquiry, apart from this -House.
All the mnembers of the House, if [ tuay
use the term without offence, are imtupi-
eated in the vote that has been decided
to be given to 'Ar. Illingworth . there-
fore I think it is wise, under the circum-
stanree-, that we should adopt the sugges-
tion of the Premir- and appoint a
Supreme Court Jndge as a Royal Comn-
missioner. Every facility will be given
to the mnember for Perth not only in the
production of documents froin any de-
partment under the Government's care,
but also in drawing up any' charges which
he likes to formulate. I can say 110 more
than that. Hon. members sometimes
think and say that documents are kept
back. We cannot bring all documents in
the Government departments aird place

t
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them on the table of the House, hut any
files the hon. member wants in connec-
tion with this matter--

Mr. H. Brown : You are making worse
charges now than I ever made.

The TREASURER : Not at all. The
bion, member may not understand the
English language as I understand it. I
have made no charges, but I have shown
what was the result of the member's very
incoherent and rambling statements the
other night. I propose to mpove an
amendment-

That all the words after ''That" be
struck out, and "a Royal Commission be
appointed to in2quire into aned report on
a loani granted by the Treasury to Mr.
John ElliottI" be inserted in lieu.
Would tile muember for Perth like any
words added, or will that cover the
ground

Mr. Hi. Brown :You finish, and I will
go on.

Mr. Underwood :We must have in the
motion TAr. Elliott's connection with Mr.
Illingworth'ls.

Mr. H. Brown : Why not appoint a
select conmmittee ?

The DEPUJTY SPEAKER : I have
to point out that I cannot accept an
amendmlent to the effect that a Royal
Commission be appointed. The amiend-
ment must he worded, "That in the
opinion of this House a Royal Comnis-
sion should be appointed."

Mr. H. BROWN (in explanation) :I
think nothing could be fairer than my
speech the other evening.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER :The hen.
member cannot make a speech in explana-
tion. He will have an opportunity of
speaking later.

Mr. H. BROWN : I will ask that a
select committee be appointed from mem-
bers on the other (Opposition) side of
the House, and that I be excluded from
the committee. What can he fairer than
that 9

Mr. H. E. BOLTON (North Fre-
mantle) : Whilst Ministers are framing
the amendment, I will make a few re-
marks. I think it is generally admitted

that every member of the House desires
an incquiry into the statements of the
member for Perth ; but I hold that the
Treasurer is wrong in thinking it is the
unanimous opinion that a supreme Court
Judge should be appointed to conduct
that inquiry. I for one, even if I stand
alone, ani opposed to that.

Thme Treasurer: I did not say that.
Mr. BOLTON: I understood the

Treasurer to say that the House seemed
unanimous in falling in with the view
of the Premier. Let me tell the mem-
ber for Perth that he will be quite satis-
fled if a Supreme Court Judge is
appointed to make this. inquiry. Hie
will have a fair deal. I am perfectly
satisfied wvitlh the Judge appointed to
inquire into a charge I made in this
House. And when the hon. member has
finished with the Judge, the bon. nmem-
ber will be quite as satisfied as I amt
that hie has had a fair deal. But he
wvill have cause for complaint in re-
spect of the Commission handed to that
Judge when he is asked to inquire into
the charrges. It seemed to me some-
what peculiar when the Attorney Gen-
eral said in his speech that without any
slur upon members of the House,
if a select committee was appointed the
members of the committee must be
biased, or must have made up their
minds iii some way or other. Well,
does it not seem peculiar that the Attor-
ney General himself writes out the terms
of this Commission, and that hie wrote
them out in the other case, after the
matter had been discussed in this
Chamber, and that the Commission was
worded accordingly 91 So would the
present Commission be written out by
the Crown Law Department, by the
Attorney General, and handed to the
Supreme Court Judge. Let me show
how dangerous it is and how unsatis-
factory it would he to the member for
Perth and for the ex-member of this
Chamber (Mr. Illingworth) mentioned
hr thme member for Perth. The Coin-
missioner would be told to inquire into
certain statements made in a speech by
the member for Perth on a certain date.
That is all. I remember when I was
before Mr. Justice McMillan he told
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me it was necessary to give certain
evidence, documentary or oral, to prove
the charges or allegations. He said,
" Most of these charges are of mnatad-
ministration, and the scope of the in-
quiry is limited. I cannot go into these
charges at all.'' He also said to me,
" I have received, since I have beea
appointed a Royal Commissioner, a
great number of letters with some ser-
ious charges of maladministration and
charges of another nature; but because
they do not touch three high officials,
I am unable to deal with them.'' I
said, '" Give them to me and let me
deal with them.'' He said, no; he
cerftinly would not. He did not take
mcd seriously. But I would point out
that the muaini evidence brought forward,
because it did not deal with the three
specified persons, was not admitted as
dealing directly with the charges. The
memiber for Perth will get an abso-
lutely fair deal from the Supreme Court
Judge, and will be allowed to call all
the evidence hie can; but he will not be
assisted by the Judge to call any evi-
dence. That is not part of the Judge's
duty. Far better will it be, far more
satisfactory to the member for Perth
and Mir. Illingworth, if a select corn-
-mittee of this House be appointed: and,
as the Treasurer said a few moments
ago. let us have all the charges and let
us have a good clearing uip. That will
be the best thing that can happen to
Mr. Tllingworth. Let me say here I
honestly believe Mr. tllingworth will
come out of this clean and unsullied,
and that the member for Perth will
be well satisfied with the result. But
if a Judge of the Supreme Court is
asked to take up the matter, and the
usual Royal Commission is handed to
that Judge, limited as it always is, it
will be very unsatisfactory to the miem-
her for Perth, and he will never get
over the rebuff he will receive; neither
will it be satisfactory to Mr. Illing-
worth, because the matter will be in-
vestigated to a certain extent only. Far
better that the Premier should recon-
sider his suggestion and decide on a
select committee of this House. That
will be more satisfactory to those con-

erned, and I believe the Government
also wvill be better satisfied. If there
is to be a washing-uip, let uts have one
washing-up and be done with it entirely,
and not have a member say, as he can
say, that only certain matters were in-
quired into because the scope of the
Commission was limited to certain mat-
ters. I do not believe the hon. member
(Mr. Brown) has more charges behind,
as appears to the Attorney General;
bitt if he has, he hns no excuse for not
bringing them before a select commit-
tee;. and lie has an excuse in the case
of a Supreme Court Judge as a Royal
Commissioner, for the Judge, as in my
case, wvill not admit anything outside
the scope of the inquiry. Even if the
Government do not agree to a select
committee, I shall enter my protest, and
wish it to be thoroughly understood
that I as an individual am perfectly
satisfied with the deal I got from a
Supreme Court Judge, always have been
satisfied and shall always say so; and
I am satisfied that the lion. meniber
will get the same fair deal, but lie will
complain that the scope of the Corn-
niission was too narrow.

Mr. R. R. UNIDERWOOD (Pilbarra):
The crux of the question appears to be,
Was Elliott a dtimmy for Illingworth?
Much has been made of the fact that
lllingworth is sick at the present time.
I wish to say it is immaterial whether
or not he is sick. If Elliott was acting
as a dummy for him, I contend M-r.
Illingworth ought to be put in gal to
finish his days there. That is what I
think of it. I contend that this is one
of the most serious charges that can be
made against a mali, a charge of tin-
ker-ing with the State funds and giving
himself a loan while he was Colonial
Treasurer. A most searching inquiry
should be held. At the same time, I be-
lieve that inquiry can best be made by
a Judge of the Supreme Court. I do
not hold that the various other' matters
brought uip have any particular bearing
on the case. Whether the land was of
the value of the loan is altogether be-
side the question. There are many other
matters, extraneous in my opinion,
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brouight up;, but what I want to know is,
was Mr. Elliott acting as Mr. lu1ng-
worth's dummy?0 On that I give my
verdict. If 'Mr. Elliott is prepared to
go before a Judge and say he wias Mir.
Illingn-orth's dummy, then Mr. Iling-
worth stands convicted. [Ministers:
No.] Well, if M1r. Elliott proves it,
then 'Mr. Lllingworth stands convicted.
If it cannot be proved, the charge prac-
ticnllv breaks, down. I intend to vote
for the appointmient of a Royal Corn-
mission, because 1 believe a Judge will
he able to get that evidence. Mtany re-
marks have been made in regard to an
informer and several other things, but
there mlay be circumstances. A short
time agop Mr. Ilingwvorth received E1,000
fromt the State. Of course a manl may
not si 'y anytlhing~ in the past; bitt when
a suml of £C1.O00 is given he may be
justified in bringing it uip. However,' if
Mr. Elliott's statemnent that he was act-
ing, as dummny is correct, Mr. Illingwvorth
is to blame anti no one else: and it is
no iusc try.ing- 14 screen Mr. Illingworth
by thro-wing aspersions on anyone else.
I hope that the charge will not be
proved; bitt I contend that it should be
thorongldily inquired into, and that ev-ery
possiblIe effort should be made to clear
it uip. If Mr. Illingworth is guilty, then
let uis know it.

The T)EPUTY SPEAKER: The ques-
tion is. that this motion be agreed to.

Member: Is there no Amendment?
Tile T)EPU'TY SPEAKER : I have

noine before mic.

The MrNJISTER. FOR MINES (Hon1.
H. Gregoryv) : 1 move an aniendnent-

That the ice rds " a select coinmuit tee"
be struck out, and the following inserted
in liu : " in the opinion of this House
a IBo?/fl (ommission should"-.

Mr. A. IMIA Lr, (Kimberley) : I
second the amiendmecnt.

The Premier : The amendment prac-
tically mneans that instead of a select
committee a Royal Commission be ap-
pointed.

'Mr, G. TAYLOR (on amendment) : I
was the first to raise the issue in cornice-

tion with the appointment of a Supremne
Court Judge as Royal Commissioner;
but the argumtents adduced by -Ministers
and even by the Attorney General have
only proved to ine more conclusively
the need for havinig a select conmnittee
in preference to at Supreme Court Judge
as a Royal Commissioner ; because we
have it from the legal members onl both
sides of the House, by wvay of interjec-
tion to the Attorney General, that it
would depend uponI the Comm~ission
banded to the Judge by the Governmient ;
and wve have also had the testimony of
the member for North Fremlantle (Mr.
Bolton) who was placed inl a siijilar
position to that in which the Gloven-
ment desire to place the member for
Perth. The member for North Fre-
mnantle hadl no complaint against the
attitude of the Judge, bitt he had com-
plaint against the Commission handed to
the Judge, and against the form and
mode of the inquir y and its limitations.
Ini this matter we will have practically
the samne trouble, and I hope that,' in the
interests of this State and those coni-
cerned, we will have -a select commimttee.
which the bon, mlember himself desires.
Why d id not the Government take tip
this position earlier if it were neecessary
to probe this matter by appoiinting- a
Supreme Court Judge ? The memiber
for Perth had mladle sonic statemlent
Which he believed to be true, and to
jus.tify it he said he was prepared to
nIioVe for a select commIlittee to prove
the statement.

The Premnier : Notice of mtotion to
appoint this select committee was on
the Notice Paper before the inember for
Pe rth spoke on Thursday.

Nil. TAYLOR: The hon. niemuher had
spoke,, of this matter previouisly to
Thursday. (The Prenmier:When?]l It
igh--t not have been said in the House,

but Ministers knew there were certain
objections held by the member for Perth
in connection with the attitude of the
Governmen t.

Thme Treasurer: We knew of nothing
but the notice of mnotion for a select coin-
mittee.

Mr. TAYLOR: I wish to see justice
done to all parties. and I say the nieniber

lent on Property.
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for Perth said at the joint meeting of the
mnembers oif this House. onl the night the
Premier put the position, that lie would
op~pose the giant to Mr. 1llingwvorth that
night, and that he would oppose it in the
country and in Parliaient.

The Treasurer: But the [ion. member
did not bring forwvard his charge.

The Premier :Did the lion. member
say why hie would do so'?

Mr. TAYLOR: No; bitt that state-
nient having been made by the hon.
member. and statements having been
made since-I have heard them ii, dif-
ferent places. though when statements
are made Outside the Chamber .[ have no
desire to repeat them here-we cannot
lose sight of the fact that we knew well
thle attitude of the hon. member for
Perth in reference to this matter. The
lion. menmber- desired to have a select
commiittee with the idea of probing it to
time bottom. It is a matter affecting Par-
liamnent and a gentleman who wvas ai
member oif this -House; and I sa'y that
whoever would sit onl the select 'omi-
iniittee. nit( maitter fron what side of the
House theyv were chosen, it would be their
desire to mneet this qtiestioii and deal wvith
it with Open mind, and with one sole de-
sire to probe the thing to the bottom. I
hope the Governmwent will not press the
amendnieni . I (lid nt thmrow dIown thme
apple of discoid when I spoke; that wvas
not iny intention when I rose earlier; my
desire Nvas to point out to the member
for Perth. as any' member of this House
should dIO irrespective of wvhiere lie sits.
when lie see, the position in which the
mnember fori Perth iat liv e pilaced, that
there was a possibility of the hon. memi-
her beintr trapped. It is not the first
tim'le the Govenment have moved an
amnendnment in a simila r direction to this
onl select commoittees. [Thme Ttrasurer:
Why should they' not?) Then von must
think it is necessary- to put on your
armiour. There is no other position for
a Minister to take tip. When a meni-
ber moves for a select committee to in-
vestigate something in which the Gov-
eirnment are concerned. and wheni the
Minister moves to amend the niotion, in
that I say there is proof that Ministers
lire puttiiig on their armour. [The Trea-

surer: Your owvn members are support-
ing the amendmeint.] That is no proof
that mnenibers on this side of the House
view things as I do in this particular.
From time testimony of the member for
North Fremantle and] front the speech
delivered by the member for Cue, who
"'as iii a similar position to the member
for Perth, it is clear that it would be.
better to have a select committee. The
member for Cue did not give his eN-
perienee in the House but fromi tile
public platform in his electorate, and lie
stated lie "'as placed in a very unsatis-
factory position. I ant sure that, not-
withstanding anything the member for
Cue has said, the gentleman who sat as
Commissioner iii his case has the re-
spect of the people in this coumtry; I
refer to Air. Walters. The member for
Cute did iiot thtink that in that instance
hie received justice, but that difficulties
were placed in his way; and the same
thing- miight happen in the case of thle
member for Perth should a Coninus-
sioner he appointed to inmquire into thle
charges. The member for North Fre-
mantle hims spoken of the limited form
of the inq1ury iii connection with certain
chlarg-es lie made, and has said that it
was impossible for him to miake hlis
case out clearly. A miail wvho has served
hlis country here for 10 or 12 yeats, and
has icached the highest ruiig of thle
political ladder should. if charges are
made against his honour, have them in-
quit-ed into most fully, and if this House
is, not capoble of tmaking these iinquities
thienminembers are incapable of sitting
itt Parliament. Before a select commnit-
tee a trained legal mind is not needed.
If the member for l'erth were a lawyer
I should say' that he would be quite
capable of holding his own before a
judge. I know something of the niode'
adopted by judges. and I know how a
judge wvould deal with a ease like thme
pr-esent ; the onus of prov-ing the case
would be thrown upon the bon. membei-
and the judge would merely sit back
with a learned and dig-nified expressioii.
such as judges, seem to adopt immne-
diately they get ermine onl t heir shmoul-
der's. A select committee would immycs-
timrnte the matter better thit anyone
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else. Evidence would be called and
taken by the Hansard reporters ; there
would be a proof of it supplied and the
House would consider the necessity of
printing all the evidence. The commit-
tee Would report to the Chamber, and
oil its receipt members would consider
whether that report was in accordance
with the evidence given. I urge upon
the lion. member to stick to his suins
andt if lie fails to get a select committee,
I hope hie will decide that the matter
will rest with the Government. He de-
sires to do what is correct, having made
certaini statements, and if he cannot
obtain the select committee which he
desires, then hie will be in the position
to state definitelv that lie has been ft-us-
tilled in his desires hr the Government.
I feel strongly onl this question, for no
manl took more interest than I did in
the Unfortuna te person who is now lying
ill in Victoria. Patty feelings cease
when r see a man at death's door. I
did all I could to better the condition of
a man who was onl the threshold of the
graive, and w'ho was a physical and, I
believe, a financial wneck. I want to
see that justice is don)le to him, and( I
canl tell the Treasurer lie neced not fear
regardling the unfortunate position of
Mir. Illinugwortli. for I believe this House
will do him justice. I know that the
Treaisurer wants Air. Illingworth to get
fair, play, and I al, confident that fair
play "'ill be accorded to him. I hope
that the member for Perth wsill use what-
ever power lie possesses to persuade the
House to grant him a select committee. I
am getting rather tired of the attitude
adopted by' the present Government on
every occasion when a member, Nvher-
ever he sits, and especially if onl this side,
moves for a committee or brings for-
ward a resolution. As soon as he does
this the Preniier. prompted suddenly by
the Attorney General or the Treasuirer,
or even by thle Minister for Mfines, moves
an amendment, depending upon the Gov-
ernment majority to pass it. This course
has been followed repeatedly and has
caused the warmest debates in this
House, and a great deal of bitterness
and ill-feeling which have been carried
beyond its walls. Members on the

Ministerial side of the House know it,
and it is time that members took a de-
cided stand against the Government's
action in this respect. They use their
majority on every occasion and for
everythiing, but I hope they will not use
it to-night with a man lying ill thousands
of miles from here at death's door, and
whose character is being questioned.
With a select committee we will reach
finality, and the matter will be probed
to its depths, for a report will be laid
on the table of the House and thorough-
ly discussed here.

Mr. J. E. HAiRDWICK (East Perth):
I hope the Government will not persist
iii the amendment for the simple reason
that I am inclined to think that if they
do. and it is carried, there will be '10

inquiry, or if there is an inquiry it will
not be of a satisfactory nature. The
Government should allow every investi-
gation into this matter in order, if pos-
sible, to clear the characters of some of
our reputable citizens. Not only) that
but also in the interests of the morality
of future Treasurers this matter should
he cleared up. Most of the evidence in
connection with this matter will be of a
documentary nature, and if the course
suggested by the Government is adopted
it is to be feared that there will not be
a sufficient chance to bring in the evi-
deuce which has been hinted at by the
member for Perth and other members.

Mr. H. B3ROWN (on amendment):
When I made the statement I did the
other. evening, I was quite prepared to
take all the risks in making it. and
did not require a cloak in doing so.
And in one portion of my speech I stated
that I shoul ask for a select committee
to be appointed, even from members on
the Opposition side, and that I should be
excluded from it. I think nothing can be
fairer than that. When a statement is
made here against an old member of the
House, surely the members of the House
should be competent to jndge. It would
he anl insult to the House if we went be-
vond a select committee. In fact I will
go no0 farther; I shall acevpt no amend-
ment to the appointment of a select com-
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mittee. I regret indeed this should be
made a party question; that the Whips
have been going round to get the party
together. I have made my statements
and I am prepared to stand by them.
The files from the Titles Office can be
produced and they may show still farther
aspects which have not come before the
House.

The Attorney General: Is there any ob-
jection to their production before a
Supreme Court Judge?

Mr. H. BROWN: I do not impugn the
integr~ity of a Supreme Court Jndge, bt
we know the particular deal the member
for North Fremnantle got in his trial. You
want to put me on my trial. We have
four or five lawyers in the House; ap-
point them if you like as a committee.
Surely the combined wisdom of three or
four lawyers would be equal to the wis-
dom of one Juldge. I ask for a fair deal
and a full and impartial inquiry, and
not one restricted to four corners as
would be the ease if the inquiry were held
before a Judge. All I ask is simply that
a select committee be appointed to in-
quire into and report on a loan granted
by the Treasurer to Mr. John Elliott, also
the amounts paid to and on behalf of Mr.
F. Illingworth by the Government in an-
ticipation of the proposed vote of L1.000.
To-night we have had the Treasurer's
statement, and one would think from the
early portion of it that Mr. Illingworth
was. the greatest purist on the face of the
earth. And then, on the other hand . I
find the Treasurer giving the money Sur-
reptitiously to the Under-Treasurer so as
to defeat other creditors. According to
the instructions given by the Treasurer,
the balance of the money was given to
tile Under-Treasurer to be handed to ect-
tain creditors as a preference over others.
Ten minutes before that we heard M1r.
Illingworth held up as the greatest purist
who ever lived. If you accuse me of
making charges against this gentleman
the hon. member has made things ten
times worse. I have asked in my pre-
vious speech to be excluded from tile
select committee, and I say the House
can appoint whoever they lie.

Mr. F. TROY (Mounit M1agnet) : I
only wish to offer a few words, and I do
so because the niatter is so important
that it is incumbent on me to make soume
remarks. With every other member I
regret the necessity for the inquiry, and
it is more regrettable when we consider
the position of the gentleman into whose
actions we are asked to inquire. When I
promised earlier in the evening to support
the appointment of a select committee
I did not know that there would be any
objection to it. Now, I feel an objection
to follow either course. Onl course is
as good as the other. We can depend
on the House to do justice to one who
was a recent c0lleag~e. N-%o mnember canl
be actuated hut by honest motives and
honest intentions towards tile late meni-
her. Let the House decide in what manl-
ncr the inquiry shall be held, and T think
fair play and justice wvill he clone. I re-
gret that £1,000 was ag-reed to be granted
to 31r. Illingworth by members of the
House. I was absent from the city
when the matter was discussed at the
meeting, bitt if members in their wisdomn
decided to give a grant to M~r. Illingworth.
I ami firmly convinced that they did so
from the best of umotives. At this late
hour although I have had nothing to do
with the matter, I do not intend to take
up a position in opposition to it.. If the
vote is lpassed members will have passed
it with the best intention as they thought
the late member deserved it. I regret
there has been any necessity for this dis-
cussion and I regret that late in the
evening the Governmnent decided on the
appointment of a Royal Commission.

The Premier : We decided straight
away and were supported by the Leader
of thle Opposition.

Mr. TROY . I priomised earlier in the
evening to support thle appointment of a
select committee, and I wish to give the
member every facility for having it. I
hold that it is not a proper thing to send
the Wrhips out to bring members in.

The Premr : No Whips have been
sent out.

21r. TROT : Members have been rung
uip and told to conic here; there is no
doubt about this. Members should be
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depended ol i matters of this kind to
do what is a fair thing.

The PREMIER (on amendmnent): 1
w~ant to say only a fewv words. When I
made the suggestion that a Supreme
Cont Judge± Should be appointed, free

from any influence in the House, I under-
stood that the idea was received wvith
favour by all sides of the House ;for
imimed iately' I sat down I was followed
by the Leader of the Opposition, who
.id lewas inaccord wih what I state(]

ancl wvas glad I had jIlade thle suggestion.
,Since then several members oil both sides
have spoken in favour of the suggestion.

Mit. BRath The Attorney General has
caused somte misgiving, by the proposal
to limit the scope.

The PREMIER :I think member.s re-
cogniise that it is to the interests of the
0overnment as wvell ias every mlember of
the House that every possible opportu-
nity should be given to the member for
Perth to bring forward the charges lie
has to niake, whether against Mr. Iling-
worth or in regard to the second portion
of the miotion, as to the amount agreed
to be paid to Mr. Iliingworth.

Mr. Taylor : I desire to explain to the
Premier that I pointed out, when I spoke
earlier in the (lebate, the position that the
suggestion would place the member for
Perth in. it would place imi onl his
trial practically, instead of investigating
some other action that has taken place.
It is with that knowvledge that I have
spoken so waml toiht. I hope the
member for Perth will not he placed in
tiat position.

Tie PREMIER 1 fail to see how the
member for Perth will be placed on his
trial. All lie is asked to (10 is to state
to the Judge what lie wishes inquired
into.

Mr,. 11. Brown :It is plain enough in
the notice of motion.

The PREMIER : But even if that
is not explicit enough, the member wvill
ibe iii a position to formulate charges.

Mr. R. Brown : I ami quite content to
leave what I have said here to a select
com'mit tee.

The PREMIER :I considered that the
luimpsal to appoint a commissioner wvas

One which would commend itself to the
House. It will be anl absolutely inde-
pendent inquiry. It is natural the memi-
ber should suggest that lie Should not be
on the committee ;but why should he
s.gges that thl eoimmittee shiould he ap-

pointed fromn members of the Opposi-
tionl !

31 r. II. Brown My poilitical oppo-
nients.

The PRE31iER : This is nimt a ques-
tion affecting parties in any' hope.

.M1r. hludson :You have been ringingr
upI ineimibers.

The PREMIER :If anybomdy has been
rung up, it "'as donie withit lv cogiti-
sauce. In inatters of this kind I amI
satisfied to trust members 'ul both sides
oif the House. This is a matter affecting-
the honiour of a gentlemian who was for
mmmvy years associated with the House;
an1 I (10 not see any reasoni for altering
the pr-oposal which has alread 'y been
made. Thme Leader of the Opposition has
concurred in the arrangement. and it is
only the member for Aft. M3agnet (Mr.
Troy) wvho says bie considers the nieni-
her for Perth wvould be on hisR trial before
a Supremie Court Judge as Royal Comi-
missioner. I fail to see how thiat State-
mient canl be substantiated, for the mien>-
bet for Perth would bring- forward any
evidence hie desired], and could call for
any files lie might require in connection
with the charges formulated.

Mr. H. BROWN :I should like to add
to the mnotion these words-

"And also for th~e product ion of alt
other papers in the Title or the
Supreme Court offices with roqard to
Mr. F. Illingworth."

The DfPITY SPEAKER :The hon.
member cannot prop)ose an amtendmenit to
his own motion.

Mr. I. Brown :No :I ask i, he al-
lowed to aniend it.-

Amnidnient liv the M inister fot '.%lines
put, and a divis ion taken wvith the followv-
ing- result

Ayes .. .. . 17
Noes. . . .. 1

Majotily far .
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Ayes.
Mr.Agi
Mr. Beett
Mr. Davies
Mr. Eddy
Mr. Ewin;
Mr. Good..
Mr. Uhri
Mr. Hayward
Mr. Keenan
Mr. Monger
Mr. N. J1. Moore
Mr. price
Mr. Underwood
Mr. A. 3. Wilson
Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Layman (Telr).

Nos.
Mr. H. Brown
!Cr. T. Li. Brownt
Mr. Collier
Mr. Fonlies
Mr. Hardwick
Mr. Beona
Mr. Hudson
Mr. Stone
Mr. Stuairt
Mr. Taylor
Mr. Ware
Mr. Troy (Ttller).

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 11.20 o'clock,

until the next (lay.

Aijeninent thus passed.

Mr. H. BROWN: TPie Treasurer re-
fuses iIy tces 0 tha t I should be allowed
to anleni% mo litionii. I move thast there
be addted t the nitPifli as, amienided the
words-

.tjjd abso for the cp)roduction of all
'Iker pIapers ;u the Titles or the
Sn prenic Cour ofl 0/ces wcith reference
to _1r. F. lllingwvorth.
Mr. HARDWIC.K I second the

amiendmnit.

The PREMR The lion. ineniber is
not very definite in his amendment, in-
asinsuch as Air. Illingworth having been
a len d agenit for iniY years, the amend-
ment would involve emptying a quarter
of the Titles Office. If the hon. member
likes to state what papers he requires or
what dealings the papers refer to, there
is no objection to his amendment ; or
even if the words are not added to the
motion, there is no, objection to producing
the files the lhon. member requires.

The TREASURER :I should like to
explain that I never refused to allow an
amendment of this nature to he moved by
the member for Perth. I stated clearly,
or intended to make it clear, that 1 should
be prepared' to lay onl the table of the
House any papers for which he might
move. I said it would be impossible to
put the wvhole contents of the Lands
Titles Office on the table ;but I will
table any files the bon. member may move
for.

Mr. H. BROWN :On that inidertak-
ing I shall withdraw my amendment, and
will move to-miorrow for the files I weant.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.
Question ( motion as amended) put and

passed.

l'Egislattvc EtsembIV,
Thursday, 17th October, 1907.
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The SPEARER
4.30 o'clock p.m.

took the Chair. at

Prayers.

PAPER PRESENTED.

By thue Treasurer :Report of the Com-
mittee of the Art Gallery for the year
ending June, 1907.

BILL-DISTRICT FIRE BRIGADES.
Introduced by the Attorney General,

and read a first time.

BILL-MARRIAGE ACT AMEND-
M.%ENT.

Second Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon. N. J. AMoore)
in moving the second reading said :It
is hardly necessaryl to remind members
that this measure was passed last session
by another place. and got as far as the
Committee stage in this House prior to
the prorogaItion ;therefore I do not in-
tend to detain the House long. The Hill
provides for an amendment of the Afar-


